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From your Editor: 

Please send stories, articles, and/or pictures 
for next month’s newsletter to your Newsletter 
Editor, Lee Coffee leecoffee13@gmail.com).  
I would love to hear from you with ideas, 
suggestions, or written and photographic 
material. Note: Send pictures at high 
resolution and include person name, date, 
general place, & gear/technique etc. Please 
get your submissions to me by July 15 
and/or let me know if something is coming 
later. 
Thank you! 
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GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE MEMBERSHIP JULY 6th 6:30 pm 

Laurie Banks and Ken Davis have prepared a 45-
minute Zoom presentation about the Western 
Native Trout Challenge.  They recently chased 18 
native trout species in their native ranges across 
twelve western states.  If you have enjoyed 
pursuing the California Heritage Trout Challenge 
or any of the Cutt Slams you will appreciate this 
“Mother of all Slams”. See the WNTC website on 
locating and identifying fish, planning your trips, 
equipment and flies, safety, and teamwork.  

Join us by clicking on the link below: 

Zoom Here 
 Meeting ID: 841 4986 1103 

Passcode: 798502 Dial in: +1 669 900 6833 
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GCFF Coming Events (Thanks Roger) 

June 30 6:30 pm– Board Meeting Click-> Zoom  
(Meeting ID: 856 1619 2205 Passcode: 242987 Dial in number: 1 669 900 6833) 

July 6th 6:30 pm – General Meeting of Membership -> Zoom 
meeting  Western Native Trout Challenge Banks/Davis 

July Fish-outs TBD? 
August 3rd 6:30 pm - General Meeting of Membership -> Zoom 
meeting– Sierra Drifters, Doug Rodericks will talk about the 
Eastern Sierra. 
August - Tri-tip Potluck @ Condon Park? 
Sept – 1st Face to Face live meeting at the Fairgrounds? 

https://westernnativetroutchallenge.org/
https://westernnativetroutchallenge.org/
https://westernnativetroutchallenge.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84149861103?pwd=eTNoaFJNNkV4MkVEMlc5ZTU5NWd5UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85616192205?pwd=cytmYW5BOXZ5S2NBczF3Q25vaW9NQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84149861103?pwd=eTNoaFJNNkV4MkVEMlc5ZTU5NWd5UT09#success
https://westernnativetroutchallenge.org/
https://sierradrifters.com/
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President’s Message: 
 

Hi everyone.   
 
      I recently returned from a road trip to visit my daughter in Seattle. I 
hauled a smallish utility trailer with some “heirloom” furniture aboard for her, 
a day bed owned by my grandmother and a steamer trunk used by my great 
uncle when he departed Germany in the late 1930s.Both need some tender 
loving care to make them presentable, but she is up to the task. I felt good 
about her taking the items. So much of what is manufactured in today’s world 
is made to last a relatively short time. How many suitcases have I owned that 
have worn out or sofas which lost their utility in less than 10 years? 
Reputable brands, like GE, make stoves and refrigerators which last less 
than 5 years. It is a shame, but with investors demanding ever increasing 
profits and growth, companies respond with quality products known to have a 

relatively short life so people will buy another again.  
I’m hopeful rod builders don’t have this same characteristic. Rod builders design and build rods as well as 

they can given the current technology. Tomorrow, new technology and ideas will enable the creation of new 
models. But, if one likes their current rod and cares for it properly, it will continue to provide utility (a.k.a. ability 
to catch fish) for many years. This is not to say there won’t be good reasons to invest in a new rod. Rods are 
similar to shoes. One needs a running shoe to run in; a hiking shoe to hike in, a dress shoe for the theatre, and 
sandals for the beach. Rods have different styles and characteristics as well. We all pretty much start with a 9-
foot 5 weight until we start seeing and borrowing rods from friends who say, “try this one.” To fish dry flies on 
the Lower Yuba River out of a drift boat, the better rod is 9’ 6”, fast action, 5 wt to cut the wind and land that 
presentation cast 50 feet away. Much closer, and our clear Lower Yuba water allows the trout to see the boat, 
hunker down, and be stubborn.  

On my trip back from Seattle, I hired a guide, Jack, to take me on a half day float, 3pm to 7:30pm, down 8 
miles of the Yakima River in the Canyon section of the river between the cities of Ellensburg and Yakima. I 
also planned to fish the Deschutes River about an hour North of Bend, Oregon the next afternoon and evening. 
So, instead of packing rods for both the Yakima R and the Deschutes R I chose to pack only for the 
Deschutes, my Euro rod and my trout spey rod, and use the guide’s gear on the Yakima. To my delight, the 
guide handed me a Sage Discovery Series 9’ 5wt; my very first fly fishing rod purchased back in the 1980s. I 
was thrilled, and Jack was thrilled that I was thrilled. I was casting a large Chubby Chernobyl with a dropper 
about 20 to 30 feet. For that, the Sage DS was terrific. I still have that rod and will definitely use it again when 
the conditions are right.  

I am uncertain how many of our GCFF members are members of Trout Unlimited. I served on the Board 
of the Eagle County Chapter of TU while I lived in Colorado and have maintained my membership over the 
years. Our club is an affiliate of Fly Fishers International (FFI). So, I joined FFI and helped out on the Northern 
California Council of FFI for a bit here. I bring this up because TU publishes a magazine which I thoroughly 
enjoy. They also produce wall calendars with quite nice eye candy of fish and fishing locations. The wall 
calendar is enough to make the annual membership dues worthwhile. But lately, I can’t wait for the next issue 
of the TU magazine TROUT. I just finished the Spring 2021 issue. Of course, there are the messages for the 
CEO and Editor. But, there are also articles about fly fishing experiences by the likes of John Gierach and 
Dave Whitlock, gear discussions, conservation activity reporting (this issue presented work on California’s 
Feather River), and a special focus on the TU program for young girls called STREAM Girls. Here’s how TU 
describes the program: “STREAM Girls is Trout Unlimited’s watershed STEM program for girls that builds 
confidence and breaks down barriers in science and the outdoors. Through the eyes of a scientist, artist and 
angler, girls make a personal connection to their home waters.” 

I am blessed with a soon to be 8-year-old granddaughter. It would be awesome for her to get involved in 
a STREAM Girls program. Last year when she turned 7, I gave her a membership in the TU program called 
Stream Explorers and will do the same for my soon to be 6 grandson, when he turns 7 in 2022. According to 
my daughter-in-law, my granddaughter wears her TU Stream Explorer ball cap everywhere. I look forward to 
encouraging their excitement about fly fishing.  

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
https://www.tu.org/conservation/outreach-education/headwaters-youth-program/explore-watersheds/stream-girls/
https://kenlockwood.tu.org/streamexplorers
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Our club has been operating a Trout in the Classroom (TIC) program for many years and will continue to 
do so. Perhaps we can attract a few volunteers to help build onto our TIC program with a STREAM Girls 
program here locally. It is certainly something I could get behind.  

In the meantime, we are still catching quality fish in our Yuba River watershed. I hope you have taken the 
opportunity to get out there and enjoy the river.  
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Be well and stay safe! 
 
Larry Strauss 
GCFF President 
The tug is the drug! 

 

 
GENERAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP  

Tuesday July 6 at 6:30pm PDT 

Coming up for the July Meeting: Laurie Banks 
and Ken Davis have prepared a 45-minute 
Zoom presentation about the Western Native 
Trout Challenge. They recently chased 18 
native trout species in their native ranges 
across twelve western states. If you have 
enjoyed pursuing the California Heritage 
Trout Challenge or any of the Cutt Slams you 
will appreciate this “Mother of all Slams”. This 
Zoom presentation is designed to get people 
excited to pursue this challenge and 
introduce fly fishers to this program. Ken and 
Laurie will cover information about the 
challenge, tips to complete all levels, using 
the WNTC website, locating and identifying 
fish, planning your trips, equipment and flies, 
safety, and teamwork.  

Join us by clicking on the link below: 
Zoom Here 

 Meeting ID: 841 4986 1103 
Passcode: 798502 Dial in: +1 669 900 6833 

 
 

 
 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
https://www.tu.org/conservation/outreach-education/headwaters-youth-program/explore-watersheds/trout-in-the-classroom/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84149861103?pwd=eTNoaFJNNkV4MkVEMlc5ZTU5NWd5UT09
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Fish-out Reports  
 

By Tom Grant 
 

Sign-ups: https://www.goldcountryff.org/fish-out-events-registration 

Fish-out Leaders needed. We have no definite plans for fish-outs yet for July or August. If you have 
an idea for a fish-out and/or would like to lead a trip please contact Tom Grant, 530-263-2492.  We 
will also be reaching out to last year’s leaders to build-up our 2021 Fish-out schedule.  
 

Shad fish-out, June 9th 

 

On June 9th, nine club members fished for shad on the Yuba River at a Plantz Road access.  After an 
unusually hot early June, the weather cooperated and was a perfect 85 degrees.  With the low flows 
on the Yuba, we were still able to find three fishable spots on the river. We estimated the total number 
of shad landed at well over 100 as all participants caught some shad.   
 

We would like to thank new club members Jeff Boom and Robert Plantz for arranging special access 
to this special portion of the Yuba River, and to Larry Uno, Richard Tortosa, and Larry Strauss for 
leading this very successful fish-out. 

       
No Roger – that’s not a Shad that’s a Striper 
 

   
                                                                                      Roger – this is what a Shad looks like 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
https://www.goldcountryff.org/fish-out-events-registration
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Fuller Lake, June 14th 

On Monday June 14th Five GCFF members headed up to Fuller Lake for an afternoon fish-out. The 
lake had been recently planted so the rainbows and browns were biting. The water level was lower, 
more turbid with less current than usual due to work on the dam at the west end of the lake.  The lake 
is expected to be brought back to its normal depth by June 25th.  There were some good-sized 
browns landed, but the rainbows were primarily planter size.   All members enjoyed the day of being 
on the water fishing.  (No pics! So I included a Brown from another trip…) 

 
     Lee Coffee’s Last Brown 
 

North Yuba Fish-out June 23rd. 
 

Fish-out Leaders Mark Seufert and Rocco Fasone met up with Carol Kramer, Bill Burden and Vernon Kuska at 
Convict Flat where they fished for about 40 min or so, with no luck.  The water temp was a warm 65 degrees. 
They then drove up to Halls Ranch Trail head and fished that area up and downstream. Mark started catching 
fish nymphing, had to add split shot to get point fly down.  He was using some Pat's rubber leg Nymph on point 
fly, the fish seemed to prefer the gold bead head with yellow legs and a small caddis nymph on the upper fly. 

They then went downstream to the big helicopter landing parking lot.  They started catching fish 
nymphing.  Mark went further downstream tied on a different pat's rubber leg, gold bead head with black and 
brown rubber legs and 2 split shot and caught a 14" rainbow.  Mark was 6' above the water trying to land a fish 
downstream but it came off, great fight though!  

             
  Mark Seufert – One of Many Wild Rainbows                   Rocco – Fish Whispering 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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Other Fish Photo’s 

 

   
   Bill Burden – Tenkara Catch                                    Don Liljeblad – Lake Almanor Hexy Brown 
 

   
    Trent Pridemore – Mystery Bass                               Bil Burden – Lake Wildwood Bass 
 
 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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----------------------------------------------- 
 

Rick Weaver & friend Jared checked out the other end of the North Fork 
with mountain bikes – It paid off big with beautiful water a lot of willing fish: 

 

             
 

     
 

          

 

    

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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Conservation and Education Committee 

 
SYRCL is looking for a few volunteers to help with a cleanup and for new River Ambassadors.  
September 18, will be the 24th annual river cleanup, save this date as GCFF will be cleaning up the 
Lower Yuba as we have done for many years. If you can help contact Daniel at SYRCL.   

  

 The Yuba River Cleanup is back!  This 

year we are using some of the lessons 

learned in 2020 to build a stronger cleanup 

that will impact more of the Yuba 

watershed.  This year's eight-day cleanup 

will allow volunteers to organize their own 

groups the first seven days and/or join us 

for our traditional group cleanup on 

Saturday, Sept 18th. Our Volunteer Party 

will follow with food, fun, festivities.  

What: 24th Annual Yuba River Cleanup 

When: Sept 11-18, 2021 

Where: Yuba River Watershed 

______________________________________________ 
                  

Northern California Council, FFI Report, May 2021 
By Mark Rockwell, NCCFFI President 

Greetings to all and I’m glad to say that we are continuing to see COVID cases diminish in most of 
our region.  I am hearing that many of our clubs are again holding fishing retreats and scheduling in-
person club meetings.  This is all good! 

NCCFFI is working for the future of Fly Fishing  

- Developing a stronger connection with our clubs to improve relationships, communication & 
better protect our watersheds through conservation.  

- Improving and re-modeling our website.  Our goal is to have a good looking & informative 
website that has club activity information, conservation actions, educational opportunities & more.  
We hope to have the site up by early July. 

- Strategy group working on goals & objectives for the next 3-5 years. We will be working over 
the next several weeks to develop a vision and working set of actions to meet the needs of our 
clubs, members and our fly fishing community.  We expect this to take a couple of months, but it 
will put us on the road to stability and being able to continue to build the fly fishing community we 
know is important to the future.  

- Things to look forward to:  Better club support for your projects; Enhanced support for fly fishing 
by the Council by our work at the ISE show & Fly Fishing Show; Continued Council-club 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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communications; enhanced connection with FFI programs and events; Better learning opportunities 
for all through Council level education programs. 

Fly Fishers International (FFI) - Working for our Sport & it’s members 

- New Website - The website is now easier to navigate, full of helpful and interesting information and 
much better looking.  https://www.flyfishersinternational.org 

- New Learning Center Format:  Click on “LEARN” at the top of the homepage, or go to:  
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Learn/Learning-Center-Resources#. Spend some time going 
through this section so you can see how it is a great resource for you and your club. 

- New - Virtual Expo November 5-7, 2021 - enjoy all FFI has to offer from home on your computer!  
This appears to be a new & exciting way to enjoy your organization, yet learn and support your 
sport.  https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Virtual-Expo This promises to be a great event that is 
full of information & opportunity. 

Women Connect - Within NCCFFI & FFI 

-  Link to Women Connect at FFI:  https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Get-Involved/FFI-
Women-Connect.  This is an expanding part of fly fishing as women are the fastest growing group 
in our sport.  This is the place to get connected and get involved. 

- NCCFFI & Women Connect:  We have a local group of Women Connect, and our Council is proud 
to say Anne Marie Bakker, ambconsulting@sbcglobal.net, is our Council connection.  Contact 
her to find out more and join.   

It’s important to understand that both NCCFFI and FFI are working hard to help our sport on many 
fronts.  FFI is the only organization we have that is only focused on fly fishing and All fish in all 
waters.  Being a member means you support fly fishing and its future.  Join today:  
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Join-Renew  

After 10 years of Decline The Klamath 
River Headed for RecoveryAfter nearly 2 
decades of effort by many interested 
parties the Klamath River can once again 
look forward to a future of health and 
recovered salmon & steelhead. The 
removal of 4 dams is nearing approval and 
will open 250 miles of new spawning & 
rearing habitat.  The Klamath was the third 
most productive river for salmon & 
steelhead in the lower 48, but starting more 
than 100 years ago these four dams were 
part of the re-plumbing of the Klamath 
Basin by the  

Bureau of Reclamation. We are now 
headed to habitat recovery as the  
license to operate the dams has been  
transferred from PacifiCorp, a subsidiary of 
Berkshire-Hathaway, to the Klamath River 
Renewal Corporation  

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Learn/Learning-Center-Resources
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Virtual-Expo
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Get-Involved/FFI-Women-Connect
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Get-Involved/FFI-Women-Connect
mailto:ambconsulting@sbcglobal.net
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Join-Renew
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(KRRC) and the states of Oregon & California. 
(https://apnews.com/article/california-oregon-dams-science-business-4062e8304fbc622b2771eccca97a5756 
 
License transfer will be followed by license surrender to KRRC later in 2021, and preparation for removal will 
begin in the summer of 2022. KRRC will complete the process of environmental evaluation (NEPA) and 
manage demolition and restoration. The Kiewit Corp will do the decommissioning starting in January 2023, with 
all four dams out by Fall 2023. Resource Environmental Solutions has been hired to implement & monitor 
restoration work during the 5-10 years after removal (https://mailchi.mp/0321e8edd886/august-2019-krrc-
newsletter-570659). 
 
The Northern California Council of Fly Fishers International began early Klamath discussions in 2003, which 
became formal negotiations in 2004 when Tribes, State & Federal agencies and the NGO parties sat down 
together for the first time. Two linked agreements were signed in 2010 to remove the dams and to restore 
some certainty between the river’s fishery and the farming community dependent upon its water. Unfortunately, 
in 2015 one of the two agreements ended but the Hydropower Agreement was renegotiated and signed in 

2015, allowing the dam removal process to continue (https://waterkeeper.org/magazines/volume-13-
issue-1/klamath-river-dam-removal/).  
 
We have been through many ups & downs over the past 17 years, culminating in 2020 when the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) kept PacifiCorp on the license against its wishes, fearing funding 
issues. Fortunately, Oregon and California stepped forward in the negotiations to guarantee additional funding, 
if needed, to add to the $450 million already allocated. A new MOU was signed in late 2020 which has allowed 
today’s new license transfer removing PacifiCorp and adding the two states. This new transfer is now in place. 
 
This fishery has been in trouble for generations due to toxicity and high water temperatures caused by the 
dams. These conditions have allowed a parasite - c-shasta - to grow below the dams and infect out-migrating 
salmonids, killing nearly all of them (https://microbiology.oregonstate.edu/content/disease-effects-wild-
populations). The removal of the dams will allow better water quality and temperature, open 250+ miles of 
historic spawning habitat in headwater streams, and bring more certainty to farmers on water once the ESA 
listed Coho salmon is removed from protections. For fly fishers this means one of America’s great salmonid 
rivers can once again be an annual place to visit and fish. With patience & perseverance we can recover 
places we’ve mistakenly mismanaged. It’s just not easy! 
 
For further information: https://www.klamathrenewal.org/the-project/ 

 

 
 

Catch This! 
by Roger Stover 

 
Select articles and videos to improve your game and enhance your enjoyment. 
 

Fishing small streams “mo bettah” 
Here are eleven tips for fishing more effectively in small streams. As we venture out to try the many small 
streams of the Sierra these are good reminders of how to make the most of the day. 

• 11 Tips to Catch More Trout in Small Streams 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
https://apnews.com/article/california-oregon-dams-science-business-4062e8304fbc622b2771eccca97a5756
https://mailchi.mp/0321e8edd886/august-2019-krrc-newsletter-570659
https://mailchi.mp/0321e8edd886/august-2019-krrc-newsletter-570659
https://waterkeeper.org/magazines/volume-13-issue-1/klamath-river-dam-removal/
https://waterkeeper.org/magazines/volume-13-issue-1/klamath-river-dam-removal/
https://microbiology.oregonstate.edu/content/disease-effects-wild-populations
https://microbiology.oregonstate.edu/content/disease-effects-wild-populations
https://www.klamathrenewal.org/the-project/
https://fishuntamed.com/trout-small-streams/
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Better photographs 
This brief article has some excellent advice for memorializing our catch in photographs. Spoiler alert: these tips 

do not include holding the fish at arm’s length toward the camera to make it look bigger than it is.       

• 10 Tips for Photographing Fish 
 

Learning from competitors 
Tim Flagler takes a look at some of the equipment, outfitting, and techniques used by competitive fly fishers in 
this seven-minute video. You may not want to use all of what’s here but I’ll bet you can find one or two pieces 
of gear or practices worth considering. 

• What We Can Learn From Competitive Fly Fishing 
 

A dear old friend from Washington visited us a couple of weeks ago. I took him to the Yuba to show him where 
I spend so much of my time these days, and look what we found! 
 
 

 
 
Fish on! 
Roger 
 
 

FLYPAPER 
by 

Ralph Wood 
 

(Ralph is on Vacation this Month) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/10-tips-photographing-fish/7714788
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZq_1aSCBSk
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 

Post Office Box 2988 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members: 

  President:    Larry Strauss 
  Vice President:   Bill Burden 
  Treasurer:    Mike McKinley 
  Director:    Frank Rinella  
  Director:    Lee Coffee 
  Director:    Rich Tortosa 
  Director:    Carol Kramer 
  Director:    Scott Berry 
  Director:    Debbie Bond 
 
Committees and Chairs: 
 
  Fish-Outs:    Tom Grant  
  Classes, Clinics, Workshops:  Clay Hash 

Newsletter:    Lee Coffee 
Meeting Programs:   Dave Ackerman 
Membership:    Debbie DiSanto, Pam Kline 
New Member Orientation:  TBD 
Website:    Tom Grant 
Conservation:    Frank Rinella, Drew Irby, Wilton Fryer 
Scout Fly Fishing Merit Badge: Bob Winters & Frank Rinella 

  Trout in the Classroom:  Robin Denegri, Larry Uno 
Holiday Fund Raiser:   Bill Burden 
Damsels – Women Fly Fish Too: Diane Berg 
General Meeting Dinners:  Mike Connor 

    -Drinks and Snacks:   Larry Uno 
  -Raffle:    TBD 
  -Setup and Take-down:  Lee Coffee & TBD 
Library:    Mark Hermes 
NCCFFI:    Frank Rinella 
 
 

   
     
   

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Purpose and Objectives of Gold Country Fly Fishers are to: 
 
Support the “Catch and Release Ethic”. 
Support fly fishing for the recreation of members. 
Promote and support the conservation of our waters and fisheries. 
Provide assistance to members in the skills and techniques of fly fishing. 
Publicize and promote fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying and other related topics. 
Represent fly fishers through liaison with sports and conservation organizations. 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/

