
Bylaws of the Gold Country Fly Fishers 
Current Version: May 3, 2016 

Article 1 Name and Purpose 

Section 1 The name of this organization is Gold Country Fly Fishers, Incorporated 
hereinafter known as G.C.F.F., a nonprofit mutual benefit club which is 
organized to have and exercise all rights and powers conferred on nonprofit 
organizations under the laws of California. 

Section 2 The purpose and objectives of the gold country Fly Fisher's are:

1. To promote the art of fly fishing for the recreation of its members. 

2. To promote and support the conservation of our fisheries resources, with particular 
emphasis on the “Catch and Release” ethic. 

3. To provide assistance to members in the skills and techniques of fly fishing 

4. To publicize and promote fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying and other related 
subjects. 

5. To represent organized fly fishers by maintaining liaison with sports, conservation, 
and regulatory agencies and organizations 

Article 2 Membership and Dues 

Section 1 Individuals or families who accept the purposes of this organization qualify for 
membership. 

Section 2 Membership may be requested from the club Treasurer and must be 
accompanied by the prescribed dues for one year. 

Section 3 Dues shall be reviewed and set annually by the Board of Directors. A one-
time initiation fee may be assessed by the Board of Directors. 

Section 4 The membership year shall be from January 1 to December 31. New 
applicants accepted after the beginning of the membership year shall pay full 
dues for the first six months of the year and shall pay a reduced membership 
fee, to be determined by the Board of Directors, after July 1st, for the balance 
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Article 2 Membership and Dues (Cont’d)

of the year. Members in good standing will pay their dues before March 15 of 
the renewal year. 

Section 5 Notice of renewal shall be publicized at membership meetings and in the club 
newsletter prior to December 31, and as necessary thereafter. 

Section 6 Memberships not renewed on or before March 15th shall be considered 
expired and dropped from the roster, with privileges and interests in the 
organization terminated. The treasurer shall send a “Notice of Termination”, 
explaining procedures for reinstatement to the terminated members. 
Reinstatement is payment of annual dues. 

Section 7 Members may withdraw from membership by filing written notice. No refund 
of dues will be made. 

Section 8 

1. Individual: Persons 18 or older having full rights and privileges. 

2. Family: Persons of the same household. The family membership has only one 
vote, but has all other rights and privileges. 

3. Junior: Persons under the age of 18 may join as a junior member. In order to 
participate in club meetings and activities, sponsorship by an adult club member 
must be obtained. Junior members have no voting privileges. There is no dues 
charged for junior membership. 

4. Honorary: Persons designated by the Board of Directors. Such persons shall not 
be required to pay annual dues or initiation fees, but shall have full rights of 
membership. 

Article 3 Meetings 

Section 1 Membership meetings shall be held monthly, at a time and place set by the 
Board of Directors, with advance notice given to each member by newsletter, 
mail, or email. 

Section 2 Special meetings may be called at any time by a majority of the Board of 
Directors with advance notice given to members by mail or email. 
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Article 3 Meetings (Cont’d)

Section 3 With the exception of elections, voting shall be by voice except when a 
majority of those present request a vote by ballot. (See Article 2 for voting 
rights.) Each member shall have one vote. No proxy votes shall be permitted. 

Section 4 The following topics shall be included at membership meetings: 

1. Summary of actions taken by the Board of Directors including, if necessary, 
reading of the minutes. 

2. A summary of the Treasurer's report. 

3. Reports of committees 

4. Fishing reports and raffles. 

5. New business. 

6. Program (Speakers, films, demonstrations, etc.) 

Section 5 At any regular or special meetings of the members, the presence of twenty-
five members, or 25% of the current members entitled to vote, whichever is 
less, shall constitute a quorum for transaction of business. The vote of a 
majority of members present at a meeting at which a quorum is maintained 
shall decide any question before such a meeting with the exception of 
amendments to Bylaws (See Article 10). 

Article 4 Board of Directors 

Section 1 The Board of Directors shall consist of nine members: the four officers - 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer - one past President 
Director and four Directors at large. One director position is reserved for the 
immediate past President, if he/she chooses to serve on the board following 
his/her year as president. If the immediate past President does not choose to 
serve as a Director the general membership will fill this one year position in 
the general election. Elected from eligible members (i.e., those members 
entitled to vote), Directors at-large shall serve two-year terms with two 
Directors standing for election each year. The elected officers and immediate 
past President (or person duly elected for this position) serve a one year 
term. A proposed slate of officers, including the President, shall be presented 
to the membership at the October meeting. Members wishing to nominate 
additional candidates for any office may do so at this time. Election of the 
Officers and Directors shall be by voice, or, if requested by a voting member, 
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Article 4 Board of Directors (Cont’d)

ballot vote, at the November meeting. Officers and Directors shall be elected 
by simple majority. 

Section 2 Five members of the Board of Directors constitute a quorum for a Board 
meeting. Each Director has one vote. Business conducted must be approved 
by a majority of the Directors present. 

Section 3 Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at least quarterly at the call of 
the President, or by the Vice President in the absence of the President. A 
special meeting must be called upon the request of three Directors. Notice of 
the meeting of the Board must be given not less than 24 hours in advance or 
more, by mail, email, or telephone. 

Section 4 Unless excused by the Board of Directors, the office of any Director shall be 
declared vacant if the director fails to attend three meetings in a calendar 
year. 

Section 5 A vacancy on the Board of Directors, other than through recall, shall be filled 
for the remainder of the term by majority vote of the Board of Directors. 

Section 6 The Board of Directors shall conduct business consistent with these Bylaws. 

Section 7 The Board of Directors shall have the authority to act on behalf of the 
G.C.F.F., including but not limited to the following activities: 

• Determine the yearly membership fees 
• Budget and administer all expenses during the year 
• Arrange for suitable meeting facilities, including any special activities sites. 
• Establish and maintain liaisons with other organizations that promote fly 

fishing and conservation of fisheries resources. 
• Provide funding for charitable activities that fall within our mission statement. 
• Arrange and pay for monthly speakers. 
• Provide for and administer the expenses of club outings. 
• Administer other activities that fall within our mission statement. 

Article 5 Officers 

Section 1 Elected officers are: President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

Section 2 The president shall preside at general membership meetings and at meetings 
of the Board of Directors, appoint committees, act as spokesperson for the 
G.C.F.F. positions adopted by the Board of Directors, and perform other 
duties consistent with these Bylaws. 
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Article 5 Officers (Cont’d)

Section 3 The Vice-President shall carry out the powers and duties of the President 
during the absence or disability of the President, and shall succeed to the 
office of the President if it should become vacant. The Vice-President shall 
perform other duties as prescribed by the President. The Vice-President shall 
at the request of the board, stand for election as president for the year 
immediately following his/her service as Vice-President; however, voting 
members can submit additional nominations for any elected position (As 
specified in article 6, Section 1 ) at the October nominations. 

Section 4 The Secretary shall prepare and maintain records of general membership 
meetings and Board of Directors meetings, and perform other duties as 
prescribed by the Board of Directors. 

Section 5 Subject to control of the Directors, the Treasurer shall have custody of funds, 
and have authority to sign any checks or other financial instruments that 
pertain to club business, up to $500. Expenditures over $500 must also be 
signed by the President, or in his/her absence, by the vice-President. The 
Treasurer shall ensure that the expenditures are authorized, maintain 
financial records, and prepare and present financial reports at each 
membership meeting and at meetings of the Board of Directors. 

Section 6 Board members shall not receive financial compensation except for 
authorized expenses incurred in connection with club business. 

Article 6 Election of Officers and Directors 

Section 1 A Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the President at the 
September meeting. The Nominating Committee shall nominate one person 
to fill each office and each of the two expiring Directorships. The Nominating 
Committee's recommendations shall be presented to the membership at the 
November meeting prior to the elections. An individual nominated for any 
position but not elected shall be eligible for nomination to any other position. 
Elections will be held at the November meeting. 

Section 2 Each member with voting privileges as outlined in Article 2, shall have one 
vote for each office. Voting shall be by voice vote, or if requested by any 
member eligible to vote, by ballot. There shall be no absentee or proxy voting. 

Section 3 Ballots shall be counted by a committee of three members appointed by the 
President. The person receiving the highest number of votes for each office 
shall be elected to that office. The two nominees for the Board of Directors 
receiving the most votes shall be considered elected. 
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Article 6 Election of Officers and Directors (Cont’d)

Section 4 Newly elected Officers and Directors shall be installed at the December 
meeting and shall assume their responsibilities effective January 1 of the 
following calendar year. 

Article 7 Recall of Officers 

Section 1 Elected Officers or Directors may be removed by a 60% vote of eligible 
members present at a general membership, or at a meeting called for that 
purpose. Said special meeting shall be called, with advanced notice of not 
less than 7 days in accordance with Article 3, Section 2, upon receipt by the 
Secretary of a petition bearing the signatures of 20% of eligible members. 

Section 2 Vacancies on the Board of Directors created by the recall process shall be 
filled according to Article 6. 

Article 8 Deposit of Funds 

Section 1 Funds shall be deposited in savings/checking account(s) in the name of the 
organization with an institution whose deposits are insured by the federal 
government. 

Section 2 Checks or withdrawal slips shall be signed either by the Treasurer, the 
President, or, in the absence of the Treasurer and President, by the Vice-
President. Checks or withdrawal slips over $500 shall require two signatures 
(See Article 5, Section 5). 

Article 9 General 

Section 1 No Director, Officer, or member shall participate in the deliberations or vote 
upon any question in which they or an immediate family member or business 
associate have a pecuniary interest, and they must withdraw from such 
proceedings. Such a person is considered present for the purpose of 
determining a quorum. 

Section 2 Records of this organization shall on appropriate notice, be made available 
for inspection of the members. 

Section 3 No Director, Officer, or member shall be personally liable for any bills or 
obligations, past or present, of this organization except for the payment of his 
or her dues.
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Article 10 Amendments to Bylaws 

Section 1 Bylaws may be amended by a vote of 67% of the eligible members present at 
a membership meeting in accordance with article 3. 

Article 11 Rights on Dissolution 

In the event of dissolution of the organization, physical assets will be liquidated. Club 
members will be given the first opportunity to bid on the assets. After satisfying liabilities, 
revenue from liquidation and remaining club funds and any other assets shall be donated to 
one or more conservation or sporting organization(s) as agreed upon by a majority vote of 
the Board of Directors. 

End of Bylaws 
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