
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCFF NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2020 

President’s Message: 

Good news story… I recently returned from visiting my daughter, Ashley, and my good 
friend, Dr. Ken Peirce, in Seattle. It was a short but enjoyable trip. On the ride back to 
SeaTac, my friend’s car died; out of gas. I had mentioned the low fuel light was lit when 
we got into the car, but he said it would be fine. When we just got off I-5 onto Hwy 518, 
about 2 miles from SeaTac, the car stalled. He pulled over to the shoulder and I began 
exploring a plan B while he called AAA. I haven’t used Uber or Lyft and thought they 
might pick me up on the side of the highway, but I couldn’t get an account set up. AAA 
said it would be about 90 minutes, which would make it highly unlikely I would make my 
flight. Ken rolled down his window and put out his hand as though he were hitchhiking. 

After only a few minutes, a black Fiat 500 pulled over to the shoulder and backed up toward us. The driver was 
a young (everyone seems to look young to me these days) Ethiopian man, heading home from his shift at 
Amazon. He lived near the airport and had experienced running out of gas himself. So, I grabbed my bags and 
rode with my new acquaintance the rest of the way to the airport. It was a terrific, heartfelt gesture -- something 
I will remember for a long time -- and an act I will watch for in my travels to airports. 
 
You may have heard I invited the 2019 Board, the 2020 Board, and past GCFF presidents to a 2020 planning 
meeting held November 21, 2019. Being faced with choices on where to focus my attention, I wanted to make 
sure I was moving in a direction which would be supported by this group of leaders and the general 
membership.  As was not too surprising, my agenda was quite ambitious and would have taken well over the 
two hours I had allocated for the meeting. 
 
Overall, this group of leaders delivered a consensus message that what the club has been doing was going 
well and should be continued. By handing out a copy of the club’s bylaws which includes the five purposes for 
the existence of the club, I had hoped to measure the performance of the club against the foundational 
purposes stated in the bylaws. That Mission Statement is on the last page of this newsletter every month. 
 
We discussed the various programs operated by the club, why those programs exist and how they measure up 
to our purposes. You should know I cringe at the all too common explanation of “this is the way we have 
always done it” as a reason to continue doing it. Environments, those elements over which we, as club leaders, 
don’t have control, do change over time. Thus, given changing environments, leaders should continually 
assess current programs against current environments. 
 
We also discussed how our club may remain vital in the years to come. What is the club doing to ensure its 
existence as the current group of members and leaders slow down their involvement? I have said this before, 
our leaders, those members who actively participate in club operations, wear too many hats. Mostly, this is by 



https://www.goldcountryff.org                GCFF Newsletter -- Page 2  January 2020 

choice because the job must be done and the passion of these folks compels them to, again and again, raise 
their hands to help. 
 
Dave Ackerman, at the January meeting, made a plea for members to commit to help the take-down and 
clean-up process which is needed after every general meeting. He really needs four people, one to collect the 
trash and put it in the back of his truck; one to dry mop the meeting room floor; one to vacuum the entry carpet; 
and one to secure the building and lock the gates. We really would like to not have to ask all the members to 
help at each meeting. Please consider reaching out to Dave to offer your help. 
 
The club’s fishouts and classes & clinics have been and will continue to be key offerings. There will be more of 
an attempt to coordinate classes & clinics with fishouts. Wouldn’t it be terrific to have a class on stillwater 
fishing just ahead of a stillwater fishout? This sort of coordination will require superior planning. It will require 
fishout leaders to step up and pick fishing venues as well as the best month for that venue. If we could 
establish a fairly certain fishout schedule, we could then schedule classes & clinics to appropriately support 
those fishouts. Tom Grant, chair of the fishouts committee, held a meeting last week to discuss fishout policies 
and logistics. Seventeen GCFF members attended. The fishout lineup for 2020 is coming together nicely. If 
there is a particular fishery you would like to see added, please stop by the fishout table and let the committee 
know. By the time you read this, our Collins Lake fishout will have happened. At last look, there are 8 members 
signed up online and another half dozen who signed up at the January general meeting. The fishout is going 
for both bass and trout. Tom Page held a seminar at his store discussing the float-n-fly technique. 
 
My goal for general meetings is for them to be social, informative and fun. And what better way to have fun 
than by talking about fly fishing, sharing fly fishing experiences since the last time the club met for a general 
meeting, or hearing about fly fishing outings coming up; and top that off with a program of general interest to fly 
fishers. The February program features James Stone, president of Northern California Guides and 
Sportsmen’s Association (ncgasa.org). He will speak on what happened to the abundance of fish in the 
Sacramento Delta. 

 
We’re going to add a brief meeting element focusing 
on how to utilize the club’s website. A brief 
introduction, demonstration, and how-to methods will 
be presented. My goal is not to cover the entire 
website in one sitting but to show elements important 
to getting the most out of our club. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the February 4th 
general meeting.  
 
Best regards and remember, the tug is the drug! 
 
Larry Strauss 
GCFF 2020 President 
 
 
 
 
 

Larry’s 15” Large Mouth Bass caught  
at the Collins Lake Fishout.   
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CONTACT US 
President: 

 Larry Strauss                        strauss.larry@gmail.com 

Vice-President: 

 Bill Burden                          wllmburden3@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 

 Mike Chapel                       mchapel9434@gmail.com 

Secretary: 

 Richard Fetterman   rwfet4519@gmail.com 

Programs: 

 Dave Ackerman ackydaddy@gmail.com 

Fish-Outs: 

 Tom Grant                         tomkatgrant2@gmail.com 

Conservation: 

 Drew Irby     irbysan@hotmail.com 

 Frank Rinella                     sierraguide@sbcglobal.net 

Damsels – Women’s Program: 

 Diane Berg                  berg@nccn.net 

Membership: 

 Pam Kline                            pamelaskline@gmail.com 

 Debbie DiSanto        dddis@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter: 

       Sheila Ryan             photoabstracts.ryan@gmail.com 
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 

2020 
 
 

PROGRAM SPEAKER:  
 
JAMES STONE 
 
 
By Dave Ackerman,  
Programs Chair 

 

 

 

 

Our February program is about what matters to 

us all – increasing fishing opportunities.  We all 

remember how much better it was 20, 30 or 40 

years ago. Don’t you wish we could see fish 

populations return to those levels?  One month 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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after the club held its 2018 Delta fish out the DFW announced the latest annual fish count for stripers and 

found the lowest count in the history of the survey.  And they counted NO juveniles in the system.  

Our speaker on February 4th is the head of the Northern California Guides and Sportsmen’s Association. The 

mission statement of the organization is, in part, “to protect and increase hunting and fishing opportunities in 

Northern California.” His group has done very significant work on fish counts and fish mortality, and he’ll speak 

to us about that. 

So, if you’ve ever pined for the good old days or wondered what the heck happened to all the fish, come hear 

James Stone, a licensed guide and lifelong California resident. 

 

 

FEBRUARY 4TH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP DINNER MENU: 

 

 

The February Dinner Menu is 

Chicken Cacciatore, 

Roasted Veggies, and Buttered Rolls. 

 
Catering by Briar Patch 

$10.00 per person 

 

Doors open at 5:00 – Dinner will be served at 5:30 (Note: Meeting starts at 6:30) 

 

Wine and beer are allowed on premises. 

 

PLEASE Reserve your dinner at least 48 hours in advance – by Sunday afternoon) 

 

Contact Mike Connor at jmconnor@ucdavis.edu or 530-432-3236 

 

 

 

The dinner hour is also an opportunity to socialize with 

other club members. Dining is not required. Bring a 

guest and eat a great meal or just hang out and share 

your fish tales (or lack thereof) with sympathetic ears. 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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HELP WANTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FISHOUT COMMITTEE MEETING, January 21, 2020 

GCFF’s Fish-Out Committee is chaired by Tom Grant and includes, Mike Connor, Larry Lefmann and Rocco 
Fasone. The first committee meeting of 2020 happened on January 21. For your information and, in case you 
are inspired to attend a committee meeting, following is the email Tom Grant sent to attendees summarizing 
that first meeting of the year: 
 
“Thank-you for attending today’s fish-out meeting. We had 17 people in attendance, primarily fish-out leaders 
and Board members. I think we adequately covered the essential roles of the Fish-out Committee, Leaders and 
Mentors. If you have related questions just let me know. 
 
“A few items came up that will take some work and actions. Let me know if I missed anything important: 

• Evaluate alternatives to WIX sign-up process.   
o Tom G. will contact Granite Bay FF and Davis FF clubs to see what method they used 

and ask how well it works. 
o Look for a system that will allow Leaders as well as all members to see on-line who 

has signed up for fish-outs. 
o Larry Strauss will help investigate cost and effectiveness of Meet-up, Google and 

other possibilities. 

• Damsels Fish-outs. As plans get made Diane will 
o Supply details so we can add appropriate Damsels Fish-outs (if open to all members) 

to our Schedule and Website. 

• Possible additional venues, based on our discussions; 
o Although we have several 2020 fish-outs booked, we would like to be able to add a 

few additional locations. 
o Obviously, all new fish-outs require Leaders to sign up, to lead, and to organize. 
o Possibilities? Leaders? 

▪ Eastern Sierra? 
▪ Lake Wildwood Bass? 
▪ Lower Sacramento Float, out of Redding? 
▪ Pyramid in April? 
▪ Prosser Creek / Stampede Reservoirs area? 
▪ North Yuba? 
▪ Other? 

Your General Membership Meeting 

Dinner Committee needs help. 

 If you can help, please contact  

Ed Tulley 530-272-3306 

etulley@sbcglobal.net or 

 Mike Connor 530-277-1507 

jmconnor@ucdavis.edu 

A Request from Trent Pridemore: 
 

I'm looking for a maroon/brown tip 
section of a four-piece nine weight 
rod.  No markings, some scuffs because 
my cat knocked it off the drying rig while 
varnish was setting, but it was made on 
a Laminaglass blank. 
 
Disappeared, and possibly co-mingled 
with someone else's gear.  Likewise, I 
am now in possession of the tip section 
of a very similar two-piece rod. 
 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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• Possibility of partnerships with other area clubs on a fish-out, on perhaps just one joint trip 
this year.  

o Tom G. will call a few of the local clubs to determine the possibilities. 

• Find ways to encourage newest members to attend fish-outs 
o Assign Mentors early on? Tout the availability of Mentors for all fish-outs. 
o Work the fish-out table to encourage newest members to sign-up. 
o Jackie’s Pond for "new members only" is a good starting point. 

• Let me know of any other items that I have not listed. 

 Tom” 
 
 

FISHOUT REPORT 

On Thursday, January 23, nine GCFF members met up at Collins Lake for our first fish-out of 2020, led by 

Dave Ackerman.  It appeared to be the perfect day for winter bass fishing. A mostly overcast morning, mild 

temperature and no threat of rain. The water temperature was 50 degrees in the morning, warming slightly to 

51 by noon time. On our fish-finders, we spotted loads of fish near the dam and the docks, but the bite wasn’t 

happening. The pre-fish instruction on “float and fly” was one method used by most of us. Many had some 

bites, but just two bass were landed, one by Larry Strauss measuring 15”. See his photo on page 2 of this 

Newsletter.  

Our next scheduled fish-out is March 18, 19, the Clear Lake Crappie Exploration.  Mike McKinley, our fish-out 

leader will be providing information at our upcoming member meetings. Go to our GCFF website to review 

details and to sign-up.  

On March 31st we have a “pay-to-fish” event at Luc Lake. It’s a 65+ acre lake minutes off Interstate 5 in 

Corning, CA, approximately a 2-hour drive from Grass Valley.  It’s well stocked with 16-22” rainbows and has 

good-sized resident bass and sunfish. It’s a perfect lake for float tubes, pontoon boats, or small boats (no gas 

engines allowed).  Payments are coordinated through The Fly Shop, Redding. The cost is $95 half day and 

$150 full day.  Since we are limiting the sign-up to just 10, sign-up on our website first, to see details and make 

sure there are available spots. 

 

Tom Grant’s Alaskan Sheefish caught last year on his trip 

to Alaska.  Tom says, “The Sheefish is the largest member 

of the whitefish subfamily, with a mouthful of small densely-

packed teeth. In Alaska they can weigh up to 60 pounds 

and be over 42” in length. Its mild white meat is tasty, 

almost as good as halibut. 
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FISHOUT SCHEDULE 

 

Suggested 
Months/ 
or Confirmed 
Mo & Dates 

Locations Species 
T=Trout 

SH= 

SteelHead 

B=Bass 

SD=Shad 

Limit 
Y/N 
# 
Cost $$ 

Possible Leaders or Co-
Leaders 
 
SIGN-UP HERE !!! 

Jan 23rd Collins Lake T & Bass N Dave Ackerman 
& Tom Grant 
 
 

March 31 Luc Lake 
(Corning, CA) 

T & B Y 
$$ 

Tom Grant 
 
 

March 19    
& 20 
 
 

Clear Lake B N Mike McKinley 

April Sacramento Delta B Y- 
$$ 

Dave Ackerman 
 

April/May Lower Scotts Flat Lake T Y Rocco Fasone 
 

     

May 23rd. Jackie’s Pond 
New Members Fish-out 

B Y-10 
 
 
 

Tim Ackerman 
Ralph Wood 

May/June Lower Yuba #2 
Weekend… 

Shad Y-10 Dave Slack 
Larry Uno 
 
 
 

June 
 
 
 

Lower Yuba #1 
Weekday… 

Shad Y-10 Rich Tortosa 
Dave Slack 

Late June Almanor, Hex Hatch T & B N Larry Uno 
 
 

June Fuller Lake 
Weekend 

T  Don Steffa 
 

July Fuller Lake & BBQ 
Week-day, pm. 

T N Tom Grant & 
Larry Lefmann 
 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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Suggested 
Months/ 
or Confirmed 
Mo & Dates 

Locations Species 
T=Trout 

SH= 

SteelHead 

B=Bass 

SD=Shad 

Limit 
Y/N 
# 
Cost $$ 

Possible Leaders or Co-
Leaders 
 
SIGN-UP HERE !!! 

 
 

August/ 
September 
 

Caples Lake/ E.ast 
Carson River/ Indian 
Creek Reservoir Fish-
out & Campout/Cabins 

T N Rocco Fasone 

September 
 
 
 
 

Jackie’s Pond B Y Ralph Wood 

September/
October 

Frenchmans 
& Campout/ 
Motels/Cabins 

T N Don Steffa 
Rocco Fasone 

September 
 
 

Grass Valley Reservoir T N Frank Herwatt 

October 
1st week 

Pyramid Opener T Y Don Steffa 
 

October Gold Lakes Basin T N Mike Connor 
 

October 26, 
27, 28. 

Henderson Springs T 
$$ 

Y-8 
$$ 

Zandi Holloway 
 

November Lower Scotts Flat T N Rocco Fasone 
 
 

November Sacramento Delta T 
$$ 

? Dave Ackerman 
 
 

     
 

 

PLEASANTON:  This Show Is All About Fly Fishing 

By Frank Rinella 
 

Mark your calendars:  February 21 to 23rd is the Fly Fishing Show in Pleasanton. this show is all about Fly 

fishing and offers a large gathering of vendors, factory representatives, equipment and merchandise for sale 

and fly fishing travel destinations. NCCFFI (Northern California Council of Fly Fishers International of which 

GCFF is a member) will host a booth and offer many hands-on learning opportunities. The booth area will have 

fly tying instruction, trout in the classroom information, club members from Northern CA and Nevada, and an 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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opportunity for Scouts to complete sections of the their Fly Fishing Merit Badge. We will be working with the 

casting instructors from Golden Gate Angling and Casting club, who will be offering casting instruction. The 

instructors also will offer testing for the new FFI Casting Skills Challenge. Fly rods will be provided for 

instruction and testing.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DAMSELS 

 
Hi Damsels, 

Our first meeting of the year will be February 12 at Reel Angler Fly shop at 4:30 pm.  We will be doing Knots 

for beginners and pros.   Also, we will discuss what we would like to do this year.  (Fish-outs, what you want to 

learn, etc.)  It’s the first of the year and new fishing licenses are required and steelhead cards.  You can 

purchase one on-line or at a local shop.   I haven’t been fishing but had a great time mushrooming at Fort 

Bragg over the holidays. 

 Diane Berg 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Jon Baiocchi with a lovely Rainbow 

Caught on the Yampa River during 

His recent visit there. 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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FLYPAPER 

by 

Ralph Wood 
 
 

 
 

Booby Damselfly Nymph 

 
This pattern is a British import. It is a funny looking fly with many having bright bodies and tails not that the 
natural colors donʼt work well. However, what really distinguishes the booby fly are large bulbous foam eyes. In 
1987 Gordon Fraser, an English fly tyer and angler, wrote a book MASTERINGTHE NYMPH. His primary 
fishing grounds were Rutland and Eyebrook reservoirs,excellent British stillwater fisheries, and in the book he 
delineated his lake fishingmethods and flies. The first booby nymph was a small midge larva pattern. The eyes 
were foam but there was no tail or flashy chenille body. Here was a floating nymph used on the bottom with the 
help of a fast sinking line. 
 
His was not the first buoyant pattern. In the United States there were floating deer hair bodied dragonfly 
nymphs and even a couple of damselfly nymphs. These patterns and the methods to fish them never really 
took hold. In England, however, the booby fly became the rage and eventually the pattern crossed the pond to 
the Colonies. 
 
The Booby fly is a pattern type not standardized to any set colors or form. For the stillwater fisherman it can be 
tied as a damselfly nymph, dragonfly nymph, leech, caddis fly pupa, small minnows and even a few dry fly 
patterns. Different hooks are used for various types of patterns including scud hooks, wet and dry fly hooks, 
curved nymph hooks and light streamer hooks. 
 
If this short article has engendered any interest, I would suggest that you pick up a copy of TYING and 
FISHING the BOOBY FLY by Michael Jensen published in Kindle format only. 
 
 
 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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Booby Damselfly Nymph 
 

Thread:  Olive 6/0 or color to match body. 
Hook:  Tiemco 200 #10 or Daiichi 1270 #10. 
Eyes:   Olive or white Booby eyes. 
Tail:   Olive grizzly marabou. 
Rib:   Small gold oval tinsel. 
Body:   Golden olive hares ear or synthetic. 
Hackle:  Dyed olive Hungarian partridge or natural brown Hungarian partridge. 

 
 

 
1. Lay a thread base from the eye to 1/4 inch of the way back toward the hook bend. Then bring the 

thread to the center of the area.and tie on the eyes. You can use preformed eyes already molded or 
make your own from 1/4 to 3/8 inch foam cylinders. The molded eyes are very expensive at over a 
$1.00 a piece. Buy white cylinders, cut to length and color them with markers. Add a couple of 
drops of cement to hold the eyes in place. Donʼt use instant epoxy as it adds more weight than 
cement. Remember, you want this fly to hover off the bottom not sink. 
 

2. Tie in the tail (about half a shank length-see photo). 
 

3. Tie in the ribbing. 
 

4. Dub the body, keeping fairly thin, to behind the eyes. Leave a small space to tie in and wrap the 
hackle. Rib with four or five turns. 

 

5. Tie in and wrap the hackle. Two or three turns are sufficient. 
 

6. Move the thread ahead of the eyes and whip finish. Carefully cement the eyes again both top and 
bottom. Use a black marker to put eye spots on the foam eyes. 
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Fly Tying with Sam 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

6:00 to 8:00 PM 

 

Please call ahead if coming: 530-477-7537 

 

 
 

Craig Matthew’s March Brown Sparkle Dun 

Recipe: 

-Hook:   Tiemco 100 or 101 #12-14, or equivalent (standard 1xl dry fly hook). 

-Thread:  Tan Uni thread in 6/0. 

-Tail/Shuck:  Brown Z-Lon fibers, or EP Trigger Point fibers in brown. 

-Body:   Brown sparkle dubbing. 

-Ribbing:  Closed dubbing loop of tying thread spun into a single rope, then wrapped. 

-Wing:   Moose or dark deer hair. Other option - EC Trigger Point fibers in March Brown. 

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULAY2Bged7o  

This is a quick and easy guide’s tie for emerging mayflies to selective trout which prefer a crippled mayfly over 

a dun because they know it will not fly away as quickly and is an easy meal. During such times, their behavior 

of taking the cripple will be slow and deliberate and most anglers set the hook too early, resulting in a missed 

take. The sparkle of the trailing Z-Lon shuck is a trigger for induced strikes.  Vary the color and size for any 

species of mayfly. I add a contrasting color of tan thread ribbing to the body of the March Brown version that 

has increased its effectiveness with better results. In fact, one client tied his own March Brown Sparkle Dun 

several years ago after a Yuba River trip with me and fishing the MBSD. His next outing was his best ever on 

the Yuba, with 11 fish to the net in a 3 hour session. A fly first presentation using the reach cast, and 

incorporating a bump feed, is usually the most successful way to present the fly to mid river eaters. 

 – Jon Baiocchi 
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CORRECTION 

 

 
 

 
You saw this picture last month, but that’s NOT Dave Bear holding 
a Rainbow as you all knew when you saw it. Your editor 
apologizes. That is Bob Alvares holding a large mouth bass he 
caught on the Delta Fishout. 
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 

P.O. Box 2988 
     Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members for 2020 

 

President: Larry Strauss 

Vice President: Bill Burden 

Past President: Jimmie Marchio 

Secretary: Richard Fetterman 

Treasurer: Mike Chapel 

Director: Diane Berg 

Director: Frank Rinella 

Director: Mike McKinley 

Director: Rich Tortosa 

Committees & Chairs 
 
Boy & Girl Scout programs: TBD 
 
Clinics & Workshops: Clay Hash, Frank Rinella 

Conservation: Drew Irby, Frank Rinella 

NCCFFI: Frank Rinella, Clay Hash 

Fish-outs:  Tom Grant w/Mike Conner 

Classes, Clinics, Workshops: Clay Hash 

Fly Tying: Sam Higginbotham 
 
Holiday Party: Peter Burnes 

Damsels- Women’s Program:  Diane Berg 

Library: Mark Hermes 

Malakoff Kids Day: Frank Rinella 

Meeting Dinners: Ed Tulley, Mike Connor 

Meeting Drinks & Snacks: Larry Uno 

Membership: Pam Kline, Debbie DiSanto 

New Members: Tim Ackerman, Robin DeNegri 

Monthly Raffle: Tom Page; Jerry Austin 

Newsletter:  Sheila Ryan Weintraub 

Programs: Dave Ackerman  

Trout in the Classroom: Robin DeNegri, Larry Uno 

Webmaster: Peter Burnes 

=Mission Statement= 
 

The Purposes and Objectives 
of 

Gold Country Fly Fishers are 
to: 

 
Support the "Catch and 

Release Ethic"; 
 

Support fly fishing for the 
recreation of members; 

 
Promote and support the 

conservation of our waters 
and fisheries; 

 
Provide assistance to 

members in the skills and 
techniques of fly fishing; 

 
Publicize and promote fly 

fishing, fly casting, fly tying 
and other related topics; 

 
Represent fly fishers 

through liaison with sports 
and conservation 

organizations. 
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