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GCFF Newsletter – February 2019 
President’s Message   

  

The recent passing of two of our members, Ace 
Emmerling in November and Katie Koenig this past month 
started me thinking about life’s uncertainties and how 
fleeting life can be. 

Do you have a bucket list, a list of those things you want to 
do before you die?  Some may call it a dream list.  Maybe 
you don’t have an actual written list, but we all have 
thoughts of things we want to do but haven’t done yet. 

Some are big things: standing knee deep on a tropical flat as a bonefish rips off line in a 
sizzling run; fishing that Montana spring creek you read about ten years ago and ever 
since have wanted to fish for those big, smart rainbows and browns; that Alaskan river 
on the Kenai Peninsula teeming with heavy trout and salmon as well as Alaskan Brown 
Bears.  Not everything on your list must require traveling to far away destinations.  How 
about that little blue line on a topographic map showing a small stream somewhere on 
the west slope of the Sierra’s that you suspect has trout and probably doesn’t see many 
anglers; or perhaps you want to finally get down to the Delta and chase Stripers and 
Largemouth Bass as you have read about others doing so many times; then there’s the 
Lower Sac that you really need to try because you hear about it often. 

My point is that no one is guaranteed tomorrow, so let’s get out there and make our 
dreams, big and small come true! 

I do hope Ace and Katie were able to do the many things they dreamed.  We will miss 
them.   

 
Jimmie Marchio 

530-272-6746  
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Check Out Our Website 
http://www.goldcountryff.org 
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Program 
– Dave Ackerman 
 

NOTE: This month’s meeting starts at 6:30. 
  
Our February program will present us with expert information on 
catching crappie with an emphasis on Clear Lake. If you’ve 
never caught crappie on a fly rod you are missing “a whole lotta 

fun” as they say down South. They reach into the 14” range and these slab sides turn 
sideways for a great fight.  On light tackle it’s a real hoot.  Our speaker is Ryan 
Williams, an enthusiastic young man who calls himself “the first fly fisher in his family” 
which to us seems to be a distinguished position.  We love to see new young people 
join us in our sport. He has 15 years of “serious fly fishing” in Northern California and 
has been guiding for 8 years. 
 
Ryan is also a trailblazer in the float & fly with the fly rod for winter spotted bass (with 
help from Kirby Faulkner), and has contributed significantly  to spotted bass on the fly in 
general in Northern California. He is also a pioneer of Clear Lake with a fly rod (one of 
the countries top Largemouth fisheries).  
 
And here’s what coming in March and April… 
 
MARCH… 
 
You don’t need to spend thousands to fish the world famous Olympic Peninsula. 
Columnist and radio show host Denis Peirce will show us how to do it effectively and 
economically.  If you heard Denis speak last year you know that he really knows his 
stuff. 
 
 
APRIL  
 
When the world meets for the fly fishing championships the winners all use a variation 
of the same technique - tight line nymphing.  They compete for numbers and size so the 
technique should interest all of you whether you’re a numbers or a quality angler.  If you 
want to learn the techniques the champs use come to our April presentation by Doug 
Oulette. 
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A Note On Membership Dues: 

 

GCFF Members, 

This is just to clarify how members can pay their fly club dues for 2019.  Several of you 
have contacted me this week regarding payment of your dues.  Some have advised that 
they have sent a check to the club Post Office box.  Others were asking if they could 
send their checks to me at home instead of paying at our meetings. 

I'm sending this to let you know that it's fine to send your dues to me at home (address 
is below).  We would prefer that you not send checks to our POB because we don't visit 
that site regularly and your check might not be cashed for awhile if you send it there.  I 
won't be at the next club meeting in February, but we will have a crew available to take 
your payment.  I will be returning in March.   

Please remember that our bylaws specify that dues payments must be made by March 
15.  So, if you haven't already do so, please plan to pay at the February/March meeting 
or send me a check by March 15. 

 

Many thanks, 

Mike Chapel 
16136 Janet Way 
Grass Valley, CA  95949 

(530) 320-5076 (cell) 
(530) 272-9434 (home) 

mchapel9434@gmail.com 
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FEBRUARY DINNER MENU 

 

 

Dinner will be:  

Chicken Tomitillo Enchiladas 

Mexican Black Beans 

Spanish Rice 

Fajita Veggies 

 

Catering by Briar Patch 

$10.00 per person 

Doors open at 5:00 – Dinner will be served at 5:30 

 

To reserve at (least 48 hours in advance) contact Ed Tulley 

530-272-3306 

etulley@sbcglobal.net 

Wine and beer are allowed on premises. 

 

Thanks, 

ED 
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Conservation Committee Report 
Drew Irby & Frank Rinella – Co-chairmen 
 

The Conservation Corner 
The Conservation Committee met on Jan. 21 at Players’ Pizza with 12 folks in 
attendance. Drew and Frank presented a new draft mission statement to the committee 
to include the education theme more prominently. As the biggest committee in the club 
drawing the most human as well as financial resources, we want to better define what 
the events we have historically been involved in as well as new events are meeting the 
definition of our overall mission. The committee has been very good and productive in 
facilitating not only legacy events that repeat annually but, are open to new ideas as an 
originator and/or collaborator. Thank yous and testimonials are received every year in 
tribute to the committee’s efforts. 

We are NOT advocating adding more to our plate than we can handle nor changing the 
status quo of what is in place. We will continue to try and refine our mission while 
maintaining a “not fixing what ain’t broke” attitude. Our budget was discussed briefly. No 
changes nor requests made to the largely carry-overed funds from last year. 

 

On Sat. Jan. 19, the committee co-hosted a booth (with the Bear River Land Trust) at 
SYCL’s Annual Enviro Fair, downtown Nevada City, as part of their Wild and Scenic 
Film Tour schedule. We had good attendance and a full page of potentially interested fly 
fishing anglers, looking to score free casting lessons from a raffle. Hopefully, this 
outreach effort will translate to some new members for us! 

 

Next 30-60 day calendar, at a glance: 

1. Feb. 9th Sonoma County Steelhead Festival, Milt Brant Visitors Center, 10AM-4PM. 
Fly Fishers Int’l (FFI) will have a booth and advise on local steelhead issues and 
fishing spots. 

2. Feb. 22-24 Pleasanton Fly Fishing Show, Pleasanton Fair Grounds. Fly Fishers Int’l 
(FFI) will have a booth. Fly tyers and casting instructors will be on hand to teach and 
hone your skills. 

3. Feb. 25th Monday, 1PM, Players Pizza, Committee meeting date & time tentative, 
TBD 
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3. March 30th Know Your Watershed, is a new event for us and we will be manning a 
booth representing the Yuba River Watershed. This event, in its second year, is a 
collaboration of various agencies and organizations celebrating and educating the 
community about the American, Bear and Yuba watersheds. Booth location, times 
and other info to be determined. Go to this link for more information;  

www.bylt.org/events/event/know-your-watershed-week/ 

  

Drew Irby and Frank Rinella 

Co-Chairman   
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Fish-out Report  
 
2019 Fish-out Committee:  Tom Grant, Mike Connor, and 
Sam Higginbothom 

 

January 23rd turned out to be a beautiful clear day. About 20 
GCFF members lead by Frank Rinella and Clay Hash headed down to Orville to seek 
out steelhead in the Feather River. The Feather was a bit coffee colored and fishing 
was slow. A few rainbows were landed, but no steelhead found our flies. Frank and Clay 
and others shared their steelhead fishing expertise to all by teaching steelhead 
techniques and providing spey casting lessons. 

 

The 2019 tentative Fish-out schedule is shown below and can be viewed anytime on 
our website at https://www.goldcountryff.org/fish-out-schedule. 

Although we do not have any Fish-outs yet planned for February we do have a Pyramid 
trip scheduled for March 16th – 19, as well as a Clear Lake adventure planned for April 4 

-5. 

Sign up to join us on these fish-outs at our February 5th members meeting or on our 
website: https://www.goldcountryff.org/fish-out-events-registration 
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As soon as we have definite dates on fish-outs we will have more information posted to 
the website and you can start signing up. We will also have manual sign-ups at all 2019 
member meetings.  

 

2019 GCFF Fish-out Schedule 
• Months and Dates subject to change by Fish-out Leader. 
• Fish-outs are single day outings unless otherwise specified. 
• After Leaders decide on dates you can Sign-Up on GCFF website. 

• https://www.goldcountryff.org/fish-out-events-registration 

 

Month 
And Dates 

Locations 
T=Trout, SH=SteelHead 

B=Bass SD=Shad  
 

($$ - If deposit is required) 
 

Limit 
Y/N 
-# 

Leaders 

    

March 16, 
17, 18 & 19 

 

 Pyramid Lake – T  
(Deposit required for 
trailer,  limit of 7 ) 

N Robin DeNegri 

April 4-> 5 Clear Lake – B  N Mike McKinley 

April North Yuba – T  N Lee Coffee 

April 27th Jackie’s Lakewood 
Pond - B 

“New Members” 

Y-10 Ralph Wood & Tim 
Ackerman 

 

April/May Frenchman Reservoir – 
T  

N Rocco Fasone &  

Lee Coffee 

May 11th   Malakoff Kids Day -- Frank Rinella 

Mid May Yuba – SD  YES Dave Slack 

Jim Lynch 
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Month 
And Dates 

Locations 
T=Trout, SH=SteelHead 

B=Bass SD=Shad  
 

($$ - If deposit is required) 
 

Limit 
Y/N 
-# 

Leaders 

May/June Feather River – SD  YES Bob Alveres 

May/June Sawmill Lake – T  

$$  

Y-8 Dave Earl 

 

May/June 
(weekend) 

Scotts Flat Lake & BBQ 
– B  

N Tbd  

_____________ 

June 18, 
19, and 20 

Davis Lake – T  

Fish-out & Camp-out 

N Jon Biaocchi & Dave 
Duddleston 

June 22 -> 
29 

Lake Almanor –  
T & B 

N Jeanne Romero & 

Larry Uno 

July 17 -> 
22 

Webber Lake Fish-out & 
Campout – T  

N Robin DeNegri 

July  Fuller Lake BBQ  
-- T  

N Tom Grant  

& Larry Lefmann 

Last week  
August to 
1st week  
September 

 

10 day trip, Jackson 
Hole, WY – Snake River 
-- T 

($$ - Deposit required – 
see Clay) 

Y-5 Clay Hash 

September 
14th 

(SYCRL Yuba Clean-Up -- Frank Rinella 

Late 
September 

Lonesome Duck 

Williamson River, OR – 
T  

($$- Hosted Trip) 

Y-6 Cicely Brookover 
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Month 
And Dates 

Locations 
T=Trout, SH=SteelHead 

B=Bass SD=Shad  
 

($$ - If deposit is required) 
 

Limit 
Y/N 
-# 

Leaders 

September/
October 

Gold Lakes Basin – T  N Mike Connor 

October 3-
6th 

 

Wounded Veterans 

American River 

-- Frank Rinella 

Early 
October 

Jackie’s Lakewood 
Pond – B  

Y-10 Ralph Wood 

October 

19--> 12th 

Rogue River Lodge, OR 
– T  

Trip is 
Full 

Robin DeNegri 

November Sacramento Delta – B  N Dave Ackerman 

 

 

 

As seen at ISE 
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FLYPAPER 
By Ralph Wood 
 
 

Pat’s Rubber Legs 
 

Pat’s Rubber Legs is attributed to Pat Bennett, a guide out of Island Park, Idaho.  It was 
tied as a searching pattern to represent a stone fly nymph.   

I surmise that the pattern was an offshoot of the Girdlebug (an old time Montana 
pattern).  Originally the pattern came from Dillon, Montana, but who first tied the 
Girdlebug is obscured in the mists of time. There is another rumor around that the fly 
was originated on the East Coast in the Appalachians.   

The Girdlebug is not the most attractive fly: stubby black chenille body with white rubber 
antenna, legs and tail.  Sometimes it is all about the white legs?  Ernie Schwiebert in A 
River for Christmas and other stories published in 1988 has a short story called the 
River of the Girdlebugs that has a humorous tale of how the girdlebug got its name.  
Supposedly, the white feelers, legs and tail were pulled from a dance hall girl’s girdle. 

Be that as it may, Pat’s Rubber Legs, tied with brown chenille, has been a standby fly in 
our area.  It represents a Skwala nymph on the Lower Yuba and tied in other colors a 
generic stonefly nymph in other rivers.  With the action of the rubber legs the fly has 
good mobility to attract fish. 

As I have found out, this pattern also works in lakes.  I was an unbeliever until recently, 
when in one of the pay-for-play lakes, the only thing that worked consistently was a 
Pat’s Rubber Legs in brown with a Flash Back Pheasant Tail as a dropper.  My only 
guess about the reason it worked so well is that it might have resembled a dragon fly 
nymph to the trout. 
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Pat’s Rubber Legs 

 

 
 

Hook: Streamer 5 long and 2x heavy Mustad R75-79580 or comparable 
hook, size #2--#10 

Thread:   Color to match body 
Weight:   0.20-0.25 lead wire or lead substitute 
Tail:    Super floss or spandex-color to match body 
Body:   Small chenille in brown, black, green or variegated 
Legs:   Super floss or spandex 
Antenna:  Super floss or spandex 

 
1.  Cover hook shank with tying thread to get a good base.  End thread at the bend of 

the hook. 
2.  Tie in two pieces of super floss at the bend and clip to hook gap length. 
3.  Wrap in 10 to 20 turns of lead wire at the abdomen and cover well with thread. 

Build up a ramp at both ends and leave the thread at the tail tie in point. 
4.  Tie in the small chenille and wrap thread to the rear of the abdomen. 
5.  Tie in the three legs starting at he end of the abdomen-leaving a space the width 

of the chenille between each leg.  Note the legs in the photo.    
6.  Wrap the chenille forward and between the legs making the crossing between 

each leg below the hook shank.  Leave enough space for the antenna and head. 
7.  Tie in two pieces of super floss for the antenna, build a thread head behind the tie 

in point. 
8.  Whip finish.  Cut the legs and antenna to desired length and you are done. 
 
 

This fly has always been a must have pattern in my fly box.  As mentioned, I am still 
finding new uses for it. 
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Sam’s Fly Of The Month 
By Sam Higgenbotham  
 

Skwala Stone Fly Bullet Head 

 

     

The Skwala Hatch is on! 
o Hook:   #8  /  #10,   2x long  
o Body:  Black foam covered with 8 peacock hurl 
o    Rib:   Gold wire 
o Legs:    Brown rubber 
o Wing:  (I have it) 
o Head:  Natural deer hair 

 

 
 
 

Fly Tying with Sam: 
Wed. Feb. 13, 2019 
6 :00  to  8:00 PM 
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KATIE KOENIG 

 

After a two year battle with cancer, our friend Katie passed on to a greater place. Being 
a nurse for 50 years, I have only seen two friends (both women, and both named Katie) 
who fought so very hard to stay alive for so long. Oh so strong they were.  Katie's ashes 
will be taken to where her family takes all of their loved ones on their final journey; an 
extremely remote mountain top in the sierras. There will be no services other than their 
own family gathering.   Think kind thoughts and little prayers for our fishing companion 
and friend. 

  

PS,   If anyone could or would be interested in taking Katie's cockatiel "Lulu" please let 
me know. Her brother Peter has put her in a "shelter" and hopes that she can be 
rescued from there as they cannot take her. 

  

Thank you all, Nita Keehn (273-5914 
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GCFF Yahoo E-Mail Group 
 

The GCFF Email Group is an easy way for GCFF members to communicate with other 
members who who want to go fishing, get information on local conditions and fishing 
spots, set up shuttles to drift our rivers, or find a fishing buddy, whatever. 

Each member who is signed up can send an email which goes to everyone who has 
signed up for the group. 

It’s also open to members to sell or find flyfishing gear, or to announce issues of Fly 
Fishing interest or other Club happenings. 

Only “on-topic” (Fly-Fishing Related) postings are allowed. Please – no political 
messages or off-topic postings. 

You can adjust your settings to receive few or no emails but still have access to 
postings. 

All GCFF members are welcome but no one is required to join, but the more members, 
the more we can share important information. 

To subscribe, simply e-mail gcflyfishers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or follow the link 
at the GCFF website: https://www.goldcountryff.org/links . 
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 
P.O. Box 2988 

     Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members for 2019 
 
President: Jimmie Marchio 

Vice President: Larry Strauss 

Past President: Clay Hash 

Secretary: Sheila Ryan Weintraub 
Treasurer: Mike Chapel 

Director: Diane Berg 

Director: Larry Uno 

Director: Frank Rinella 

Director: Tom Page 

Committees & Chairs 

Boy & Girl Scout programs: TBD 

Clinics & Workshops: Clay Hash, Frank Rinella 

Conservation: Drew Irby 

FFF: Frank Rinella 

Fishouts:  Tom Grant w/Mike Conner 

Fly Fishing 101 Classes: Clay Hash 

Fly Tying: Sam Higginbotham 
 
Holiday Party: Peter Burnes 

Ladies Program: Diane Berg 

Library: Mark Hermes 

Malakoff Kids Day: Frank Rinella 

Meeting Dinners: Ed Tulley 

Meeting Drinks & Snacks: Larry Uno 

Membership: Mike Chapel 

New Members: Tim Ackerman & Robin DeNegri 

Monthly Raffle: Tom Page; Jerry Austin 

Newsletter:  Bill Burden 

Programs: Dave Ackerman  

Trout in the Classroom Coordinator: Robin 
DeNegri, Larry Uno 

Webmaster: Peter Burnes 

 

Thanks to Our 
Our Financial Supporters: 

Cabela’s Fishing Division 
World’s Foremost Outfitter 

One Cabela Drive 

Sidney, NE  69160 

www.cabelas.com 

 

Acclaim Signs, Inc. 
Gene McCallister 

 (530) 346-2782 

acclaimsigns@hughes.net 

Reel Anglers Fly Shop 
760 S. Auburn, Grass Valley, CA  

Tom Page, Proprietor & Guide 

 (530) 477-5397 

www.reelanglersflyshop.com 

 

Horseshoe Bar Fish & Game 
Preserve, Inc. 

7430 Morningside Drive 

Granite Bay, CA 95746 

916-205-6073 

Email: hbp@surewest.net 

www.horseshoebarpreserve.com 
Fly Fishing Specialties 

6360 Tupelo Dr,  
Citrus Heights, CA 95621 
Phone :( 916) 722-1055 

www.flyfishingspecialties.com 
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://www.goldcountryff.org/ 

Purpose and Objectives 
 

Support the “catch and release” ethic 
 

Promote fly fishing for the recreation of 
members 

 

Promote and support the conservation of our 
water and fisheries 

 

Provide assistance to members in the skill and 
techniques of fly fishing 

 

Publicize and promote fly fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, and other related topics 

 

Represent fly fishers through liaison with sports and 
conservation organizations 

 


