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GCFF Newsletter – June 2019 
President’s Message   

  

As I write this, it’s raining again!  When will it stop? 

 

This month I’d like to speak to you about the election of 
officers for next year, for 2020.   

You may think my message is premature, but our bylaws 
require a proposed slate of officers be presented at our 
October General Membership meeting.  Before our 

October meeting there are only four others, and two of them are “eating meetings” not 
General Meetings where business is conducted. 

So, I am encouraging you, the membership, to start thinking about the leaders whom 
you might want next year.  Maybe it’s you, or someone you believe would make a good 
officer.  Any member of our club can volunteer to run for any position on the board 
including President. 

Traditionally, the current year’s Vice President moves up to President the following year.  
However, this is not a requirement of the bylaws.  Should you wish to run for president, 
please throw your hat in the ring. 

Additionally, nominations are open for Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and two 
Director positions.  Some of the current officers may be willing to serve again, but we 
still need people to STEP UP.  I encourage you to give back to this club we love so 
much.  Become part of its management and help with our continuing future success. 
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If you care to run or nominate someone for a 2020 Board position please make it known 
to me or any Board member prior to the October General Meeting.  As required in the 
bylaws an election will take place at our November general meeting to determine the 
officer and directors of the 2020 GCFF Board of Directors. 

Until next month, with hopefully improving weather and water conditions, Lets Go 
Fishing! 

 

 
Jimmie Marchio 

530-272-6746  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to our GCFF Volunteers!  
 

 
 
 

Three boy scouts earned Merit Badges in Fly Fishing when they completed tying two 
flies. From left to right: Sam Higginbotham, Justin Baker, Bob Winters, Travis Gilpin, 

Jeff Gilpin, Cody Baker, Kevin Baker (Scoutmaster). 
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Program Notes 
– Dave Ackerman 
 
  

 
 

 

Gold Country’s annual Hamburger Night will arrive on Tuesday, June fourth at 
6:00pm.  We gather out back on the deck at our regular Fairground meeting place, 
Ponderosa Hall @ Gate # 2.  It takes the place of our regular meeting and gives lots of 
time for getting to know new members, and older ones whose names you may have 
forgotten. 

Your BBQ Pit Crew will have the coals roaring somewhere between 5:30 and 6:00 pm.  
We always appreciate and need assistance in set up, food preparation, and take down.  
E-mail me at trentrpridemore@gmail.com if you can help, or call 274-8770.  We cook for 
90 or so, with allowance for more, and appreciate a $5 donation.  Sign Ups never work, 
so show up and bring a prospective guest or friend. If so, let me know so we can dial in 
our purchase run to Costco. 

We offer “endless” burgers and cheeseburgers, a green salad, and chips.  Bring your 
own glassware, utensils, plates and a beverage of choice.  We can’t sell or give away 
beverage, but the law allows you to bring your own. If you object to beef, bring your own 
meatless patty or chicken.  We avoid peanut or soy products in the salad dressing, but 
be sure to check if you have any allergies. 

Only a drenching storm would move us inside, and we would send out an e-mail alert. 

Hoping to see you. 

Trent 
Trentrpridemore@gmail.com 

274-8770 
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JULY PROGRAM 
 
In July we’ll be able to take advantage of the immense talent and experience of our 
membership as we bring in a panel of our members to share with us their take on the 
best destinations and methods for our local waters this Summer.  Don’t miss this one - 
it’s always packed with great info! 
 

 

 

 

 

Shad Report – Dave Earl 

 

 
 

Rich Tortusa and Dave Earl drifted the Yuba below Daguerre Wednesday, 
May 22, for shad with guide Dave Barbierri. Flow was over 6000cfs, but 
Dave's been fishing the Yuba 44 years and knows how to find and catch 
fish as conditions change.  If you want to catch shad out of a drift boat 

Barbierri is the man to call. 916-224-7444 
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Conservation Education Committee Report 
Drew Irby & Frank Rinella – Co-chairmen 
 

The Conservation Corner 
 

The next meeting of the Conservation Education Committee is set for June 1, 1-3 PM at 
Player’s Pizza. 

While our agenda and events calendar is empty right now and we are in the process of 
filling it back up, we are making plans for our September monthly meeting, where 
Conservation will be the theme. We will be bringing in 5-6 groups to speak briefly on 
their missions to protect, restore and sustain local fisheries, riparian habitat, and their 
efforts to raise awareness about water issues and policies that affect our communities. 

Groups include: South Yuba River Conservation League (SYRCL), Sierra Streams 
Institute (SSI), Wolf Creek Alliance, Bear Yuba Land Trust (BYLT), Trout Unlimited (TU) 
and Cal Trout (CT). 

We encourage members to take some time to visit their respective tables and 
information to better acquaint yourselves with what these groups are doing (and how 
you might help). 

 

The Conservation Committee will also be planning and hosting the second annual Yuba 
Fest in October down at Hammon Grove Park, lower Yuba River. The emphasis this 
year will be on youth education and women’s introduction to fly fishing along with some 
streamside aquatic biology exhibits. Be watching for volunteer opportunities in the 
coming months. 

 

Compiled by Drew Irby—Co Chair 
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Fish-out Report  
 

Fish-out Report  
2019 Fish-out Committee: Tom Grant, Mike Connor, and 
Sam Higginbotham  

The most recent fish-out schedule is found on the GCFF website, see at the following 
link. https://www.goldcountryff.org/fish-out-schedule 

 

You will notice that the May Shad Yuba River fish-outs have been delayed until June 
due to extremely high-water conditions, which has made “walk and wading” the Yuba 
too dangerous for a group outing. Also, the dates for these two fish-outs will be pushed 
into June, with exact dates determined in the next few weeks. For the 20+ members 
who have already signed up, you will have the priority for re-signing up as soon as new 
dates are picked. Stay tuned.  

 

We have also added Sawmill Lake to the schedule for July 7th. It’s a pay to fish lake. 
The sign-up is limited to 8 and requires advance payment to the S. Tahoe Fly Shop. 
You can find the details and sign-up at the following link. 
https://www.goldcountryff.org/events/sawmill-lake-tahoe.     

 

Fish-out Report 

 

The club’s fish-out to Frenchman Reservoir was on May 11th.  It was a sunny pleasant 
day with water temperatures around 50 degrees. Only four members made the trip. 
Expectations were high due to the favorable spring conditions. Unfortunately, the fish 
were not very cooperative with an average of only one fish landed each.  Not many fish 
were spotted, so we suspect the fish were laying in deeper waters, not yet in the 
shallows.  

 

See the attached fish-out schedule to see what other fish-outs are planned for 2019. 
Use our website to sign-up.   
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2019 GCFF Fish-out Schedule 
• Months and Dates subject to change by Fish-out Leader. 
• Fish-outs are single day outings unless otherwise specified. 
• After Leaders decide on dates you can Sign-Up on GCFF website: 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/fish-out-events-registration 

 

Month 
And Dates 

Locations 
T=Trout, SH=SteelHead 

B=Bass SD=Shad  
($$ - If deposit is required) 

Limit 
Y/N 
-# 

Leaders 

June TBD Yuba Shad (#1 of 2) FULL Dave Slack 
Jim Lynch 

June TBD Yuba Shad (#2 of 2) FULL Dave Slack 
Jim Lynch 

June TBD Feather River – SD  YES Bob Alvares  

May/June 
(weekend) 

Scotts Flat Lake & BBQ – B  N TBD  

June Sawmill Lake – T – $$  8 Dave Earl 

June North Yuba – T 8 TBD 

June 18 – 
20 

Davis Lake – T Fish-out & Camp-out N Jon Biaocchi 
Dave Duddleston 

June 22 – 
29 

Lake Almanor –  
T & B 

N Jeanne Romero  
Larry Uno 

July 7 Sawmill Lake – T  
$$ 

8 Dave Earl 

July 13 Fuller Lake BBQ – T   N Tom Grant  
Larry Lefmann 

July 17 - 22 Webber Lake Fish- & Camp-out – T  N Robin DeNegri 

Last week  
Aug to 1st 
week  Sept 

10-day trip, Jackson Hole, WY – 
Snake River -- T 

($$ - Deposit required – see Clay) 

Y-5 Clay Hash 
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Month 
And Dates 

Locations 
T=Trout, SH=SteelHead 

B=Bass SD=Shad  
($$ - If deposit is required) 

Limit 
Y/N 
-# 

Leaders 

Sep. 14th SYCRL Yuba Clean-Up -- Frank Rinella 

Sept. 27 Heenan Lake – Cutt   N Tom Grant 

Late Sept Lonesome Duck, Williamson River, 
O – T  ($$- Hosted Trip) 

Y-6 Cicely Brookover 

Sept/Oct Gold Lakes Basin – T  N Mike Connor 

Oct 3-6th Wounded Veterans 
American River 

-- Frank Rinella 

Early Oct. Jackie’s Lakewood Pond – B  10 Ralph Wood 

Oct TBD Pyramid Lake – Cutt  N Dave Ackerman 

Oct. 12 Rogue River Lodge, OR – T  FULL Robin DeNegri 

November Sacramento Delta – B  N Dave Ackerman 

 

All Fish-out locations and dates are subject to change due to weather and other 
conditions. Sign up to attend fish-outs at https://www.goldcountryff.org  

Leaders: To sign-up to lead fish-outs, call or email: 

Tom Grant (530-263-2492 / tomkatgrant2@gmail.com), or  

Mike Connor (530-277-1507/ jmconnor@ucdavis.edu)   
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JACKIE’S POND – A GREAT TIME WAS HAD BY ALL! 

Jackie and Peter Caswell have offered their pond, Lakewood, to GCFF new members for 
several years now.  The sign-up sheet always fills up and those wait-listed don’t often get the 
opportunity to fish this wonderful pond with the aid of GCFF mentors and then enjoy the after-

fishing refreshments Jackie 
always provides. 

We got to fish it April 27. 

Lakewood is large and provides 
lots of room for fishers to 
spread out into coves and 
around varied shoreline.  

Ralph Wood (right) and Tim Ackerman (below standing far left) led 
the group of beginners and provided advice and help from getting 
into the water, where to fish it and how to get out. As beginners, 
we all appreciated immensely the help we received from the fish-
out leaders as well as the mentors, Jimmie Marchio and Robin 
DeNegri, who assisted.  The fact that this fish-out occurred so 
soon after the Fly Fishing 101 class had finished allowed the newly graduated fishers to test 
their skills and learn more. And after the winter we had, we lucked out with sunshine, warm 
weather and very little wind. 

After fishing for a while, hunger set in! Lunch time brought us all together under a nice shady 
tent to eat the lunches we brought and enjoy the spread Jackie had provided.  
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Just floating and learning to navigate and 
paddle around in a float tube are lessons 
we learned.  We also learned about inflating 
the float tube and getting in and getting out 
of it with flippers on. Some of us caught 
fish. Most of us didn’t care if we didn’t.  It 
was a pleasure to be out on that beautiful 
pond honing our fly fishing skills. 

  

Jackie, our hostess, on the left and Robin on the right 

Sharing a glass of wine, some 
fruit, cheese and guacamole 
with our hostess, we all 
enjoyed the place and the 
camaraderie of people who 
love fly fishing. Certainly, this 
day was a day to be 
remembered for a very long 
time. 

Thank you, Jackie, Ralph and 
Tim for providing this 
memorable occasion. I’m 
hoping I’m still a beginner next 
year! 
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GCFF Loaner Program 

 

The GCFF club has accumulated loaner fly fishing gear for the use of its members. The 
club has 5 weight and 6 weight rods, reels and lines to match, as well as related gear.  

These items are available for use in our instructional programs as well as when our 
members need to borrow it on a temporary basis. 

To reserve a piece of equipment: 

• Go to our web page at www.goldcountryff.org 

• Click on the ‘Fish Out” tab.   

• On the drop down you will find our ‘Loaner Program’.    

• Click on the name and a list of our loaner equipment will appear (see the 
Equipment Inventory, below). 

• Below the list there is a button ‘Need to Borrow Some Equipment”.   

• Click on the button and it will take you to an email form to request 
equipment.   

• The request will go to Ed Tulley who will contact you to make 
arrangements to get you the equipment you want to borrow.   

 

GCFF Equipment Inventory 

5 ea. - TFO #5 2 pc 8’ 6” length, rod and reel combinations with WF Floating #5 lines 

1 ea. - Redington Crosswater #5 9’ rod with either Redington or Cabelas reel, WF #5 
floating or intermediate line 

2 ea. - Redington Crosswater #6 9’ rods with either Redington or Cabelas reel, WF 
#6 floating or intermediate line 

2 ea. - Echo Solo #5 9’ 4 pc. with floating lines, may substitute w/ other intermediate 
line. 

1 ea. - #5 WF Rio Indicator Nymph line available 

1 ea. - #7 9’ 2 pc Fenwick Eagle rod and #7 WF Floating line 9 (reels can be used 
from above listed equipment) 

1 ea. - Fiberglass Composite rod 9’ 2 pc #6 make unknown (reels can be used from 
above listed equipment) 
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1 pr. - Orvis wading shoes w/felt soles (about size #9) 

1 pr. - Cabelas wading shoes w/felt soles size #9 

1 pr. - Fly Tech size #9 Canvas wading shoes 

1 pr. - Glacier Glove size medium light weight waders 

1 pr. - Cabelas medium regular waders about size #10 

 

If you have equipment that is in good working order that you would like to donate to the 
Loaner Program, please contact Ed Tulley or any member of the Board of Directors.  
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FLYPAPER 
By Ralph Wood 
 
 
 

TUP’S INDISPENSABLE 
 

  
 

 
 

When the weather is bad during the winter, I (when not tying flies) like to read and 
research the history of fly tying and fly fishing especially, when the subject leads to 
patterns that have survived over long periods of time and that can still be found in  
anglers fly boxes today. 

Recently I was leafing through THE HISTORY OF FLY-FISHING IN FIFTY FLIES, 
(published in 2015 by Abrams Books in New York, NY and available on Amazon), when 
I came across the Tup’s Indispensable as one of the listed flies.  I recognized the name 
from reading books by Skues, Leisenring and Sylvester Nemes but I had never tied the 
pattern. 

This pattern was originally created in the early 1890‘s by R.S.Austin in Devon, England 
as a wingless dry fly to imitate the spinner of the British olive dun.  Austin was a 
tobacconist who ran a sideline in fly tying.  In 1900 he sent Skues an example along 
with tying instructions and some special dubbing material.  Skues was very impressed 
with the results he obtained and published his findings in the English sporting press.  
The fly became so popular that Austin became sick of tying it.  During this period of 
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time, Skues found out that it worked as well as a wet fly (nymph) as it did dry.  This was 
the beginning of the soft hackle Tup’s as portrayed in Leisenring’s THE ART of TYING 
THE WET FLY and Nemes THE SOFT HACKLE FLY. 

Austin insisted on keeping his special dubbing secret.  He did swear Skues to silence 
and requested that the formula not be given out until his death.  Skues kept his secret 
and even kept it longer since Austin’s daughter, Agnes, tied the fly until she retired in 
1934 and released Skues from his vow. 

What was this mystery ingredient in the dubbing?  The hair from a ram’s scrotum!  The 
combination of orange dye used to check for breeding plus the urine, after being 
thoroughly washed, gave the dubbing that little something special.  There are a great 
many dubbing mixes now available for the Tup’s but there appears to be little 
consistency in the color.  The original was a mixture of cream and red seal, combings 
from a lemon-yellow spaniel and the ram’s fur.  Dyed rabbit fur, sometimes with a little 
sparkle mixed in, seems to be popular today.  Leisenring’s dubbing was yellow and 
claret seals fur mixed dubbing spun on primrose yellow thread.  Sylvester Nemes went 
from a light pink and orange fur mix in his 1981 book to a straight light pink in his 2006 
second edition.  I favor the first Nemes dubbing, but it is pretty much take your choice I 
guess. 
 

Tup’s Indispensable 
 

 
• Thread:  Pearsall’s Primrose yellow or Danville yellow 8/0 
• Hook:  Mustad 3906 #12-16, Partridge Spider #12-14 or Alex Jackson’s Soft 

Hackle Trout Fly #11-13 (illustrated fly is tied on a Partridge Spider #12) 
• Tail:  Short blue dun hen hackle fibers 
• Abdomen:  Yellow thread 
• Thorax:  Dubbing mixture (medium-pink, orange and red.  The orange and red 

are for high-lights. Pink is the base color.) 
• Hackle:  Blue dun hen 

 
1.  Start thread behind the eye of the fly and extend to one third of the way to the bend. 

Tie in the tail material so that the tips extend out from the bend about one-half the 
hook length.  Then holding the tail up and centered on top of the hook, wrap the 
thread down to a point between the hook point and the barb. 

2.  Wrap the thread back to one-half the shank length with close touching wraps. 
3.  Twist the dubbing on the thread.  You probably will need wax.  Try not to get too 

much on the thread.  Dub the thread sparsely!  You can build the thorax up by 
adding more wraps. 
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4.  Tie in the hackle by the tip.  Fold the fibers and wrap 1-3 times depending how 
sparse or heavy dressed you wish the fly to be.  I suggest two turns are sufficient.  
Whip finish and add a drop of head cement. 

 

Make sure when you are mixing the dubbing that pink is the predominate color.  Since I 
am not making a lot of flies, I use the finger mix technique to blend the dubbing rather 
than dragging out the coffee grinder. 

Other hackles can be used including a mottled grey Brahma hen, dyed dark grey 
partridge or, if you can find it, some dressings call for a honey dun hen hackle. 

This fly has been in fly fishers’ boxes for many years.  Longevity gives the Tup’s 
Indispensable credibility, and with Leisenring, Theodore Gordon and Sylvester Nemes 
fishing this fly, it definitely has merit!     
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PROFILE OF THE MONTH:  DIANE BERG 

 

Retired as a dental hygienist with the CA Department of 
Corrections, Diane Berg came relatively late to fly 
fishing.  She had fished since she was a teenager but 
when planning to retire, she started looking around for 
something more fun to do.  “I became bored with spinner 
fishing and started looking around for something more 
active when I found fly fishing.” She attended a four-hour 
Parks & Rec introductory course on fly fishing. She was 
the only one to show up, so she got the full attention of 
the teachers and was hooked. 

Born in Minnesota but having grown up mostly in 
Oregon, Diane and her family moved around a lot. “I 
never spent a school year in one place.”  She even lived 
in a trailer on the shores of Lake Tahoe for a while. Her mother was working at a casino.  
She graduated high school in Oregon and left, finally settling in California, where she got 
a job with the Department of Corrections.  After 27 years there, and with benefits enough 
to buy a 30-year retirement, she retired. 

In 2012, Diane joined GCFF to find fishing companions.  She found the Damsels.  A year 
before Diane joined GCFF, Anna Lee Lantz, one of only three or four women fly fishers 
in the club, began bringing the GCFF women together. She wrote:  

“The ladies of the GCFF are making a gradual appearance…. The ladies 
met … talked about what is fun or frustrating, what is difficult and what we 
would like to achieve in our fishing journey. Tony Dumont gave a delightful 
hands-on fly identification activity... We came away with an education in our 
local entomology…. We had so much fun at the Fly Shop that we are going 
back and have a workshop on Knots.” 

So, when Diane joined GCFF, she also became a Damsel.  And the Damsels had regular 
fish-outs by then. They learned there were many supportive men in the club and invited 
men to join their fish-outs.  Men offered to teach and guide too, and the Damsels 
appreciated that. Anna Lee remained their leader for several years. She now lives in 
Nevada.  Robin DeNegri took over the leadership for the next several years.  You all 
should know Robin. She’s one of the members at the table giving out the tickets for the 
raffle if you wear your name badge to the general meetings. The Damsels, Robin says, 
“began by encouraging women to learn to fly fish and to get together with other women 
who fish.” When Robin stepped down, Diane took the reins.  She has been Damsel leader 
for about two years. She also serves on the GCFF Board of Directors and writes a 
Damsels monthly column for the newsletter. 
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As Damsel leader, Diane arranges fish-outs and meetings at which a lesson is included, 
and she ties flies, having learned techniques and patterns from one of the Damsels’ 
principal male supporters, Tom Page. The Damsels meet monthly at Tom Page’s fly shop, 
Reel Anglers in Grass Valley.  They tie most Thursday evenings beginning at 5 also at 
Reel Anglers. You don’t have to be a Damsel to attend. 

Diane still considers herself a beginner at both fly fishing and fly tying. I asked her where 
she most liked to fish.  She said the Lower Yuba. “You could ask me have I seen fish 
there; you could ask me have I caught fish there.” But that’s where she wants to be – in 
the river with a rod and a fly. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 Did you know that 21% of trout 
anglers nationwide are female? Trout 

Unlimited is focusing on increasing 
fishing and conservation participation 

with female anglers. In a 2011 TU 
survey, female anglers revealed that 

60% of them were more likely to 
attend meetings, fish outs, etc. with a 

mentor, partner/spouse or friend. 
Fifty-nine percent of those surveyed 

thought learning to fish from a female 
appealed to them but 80% preferred 

to be in a mixed format club 
membership. 
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GCFF Yahoo E-Mail Group 
 

The GCFF Email Group is an easy way for GCFF members to communicate with other 
members who want to go fishing, get information on local conditions and fishing spots, 
set up shuttles to drift our rivers, or find a fishing buddy, whatever. 

Each member who is signed up can send an email which goes to everyone who has 
signed up for the group. It’s also open to members to sell or find fly-fishing gear, or to 
announce issues of Fly Fishing interest or other Club happenings. 

Only “on-topic” (Fly-Fishing Related) postings are allowed. Please – no political 
messages or off-topic postings. 

You can adjust your settings to receive few or no emails but still have access to 
postings. 

All GCFF members are welcome and no one is required to join, but the more members, 
the more we can share important information. 

 

To subscribe, follow the link at the GCFF website: https://www.goldcountryff.org/links . 

 

It’s easy to connect. 
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 
P.O. Box 2988 

     Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members for 2019 
 
President: Jimmie Marchio 

Vice President: Larry Strauss 

Past President: Clay Hash 

Secretary: Sheila Ryan Weintraub 
Treasurer: Mike Chapel 

Director: Diane Berg 

Director: Larry Uno 

Director: Frank Rinella 

Director: Tom Page 

Committees & Chairs 

Boy & Girl Scout programs: TBD 

Clinics & Workshops: Clay Hash, Frank Rinella 

Conservation: Drew Irby 

FFF: Frank Rinella 

Fish-outs:  Tom Grant w/Mike Conner 

Fly Fishing 101 Classes: Clay Hash 

Fly Tying: Sam Higginbotham 
 
Holiday Party: Peter Burnes 

Ladies Program: Diane Berg 

Library: Mark Hermes 

Malakoff Kids Day: Frank Rinella 

Meeting Dinners: Ed Tulley 

Meeting Drinks & Snacks: Larry Uno 

Membership: Mike Chapel 

New Members: Tim Ackerman & Robin DeNegri 

Monthly Raffle: Tom Page; Jerry Austin 

Newsletter:  Bill Burden 

Programs: Dave Ackerman  

Trout in the Classroom Coordinator: Robin 
DeNegri, Larry Uno 

Webmaster: Peter Burnes 

 

Thanks to 
Our Financial Supporters: 

 
 

Fly Fishing Specialties, 

6360 Tupelo Dr, Citrus Heights, CA 95621 

(916) 722-1055 

www.flyfishingspecialties.com 

 

Acclaim Signs, Inc. 
Gene McCallister 

 (530) 346-2782 

acclaimsigns@hughes.net 

 

Reel Anglers Fly Shop 

760 S. Auburn, Grass Valley, CA  

Tom Page, Proprietor & Guide 

 (530) 477-5397 

www.reelanglersflyshop.com 
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://www.goldcountryff.org/ 

Purpose and Objectives 
 

Support the “catch and release” ethic 
 

Promote fly fishing for the recreation of 
members 

 

Promote and support the conservation of our 
water and fisheries 

 

Provide assistance to members in the skill and 
techniques of fly fishing 

 

Publicize and promote fly fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, and other related topics 

 

Represent fly fishers through liaison with sports and 
conservation organizations 

 


