
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCFF NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2020 

   President’s Message 

Hi everyone and happy 2020! I’m Larry Strauss and I’m proud to be President of Gold 
Country Fly Fishers. In the relatively short time I have been a member, you may recall I 
joined GCFF in September 2017, I have made numerous new friends with whom to share 
my passion for fly fishing. I waited until after December 21st, the Winter Solstice, to draft 
this letter because I often gain a boost in energy following the longest night of the year. 
More daylight each day provides more minutes to be outdoors; more time to be on the 
water. 
 
A brief bio about me:  I am a San Francisco native; grew up on the Peninsula (Carlmont 

HS in Belmont); college at Claremont McKenna College; graduate school at UC Berkeley; career as a Chief 
Financial Officer for venture capital backed technology companies, primarily the biotech and medical device 
industries; lived near Vail, Colorado for 5 years; then Seattle for 5 years; then back to California in 2016; 
succumbing to the lure of grandchildren. My wife, Cathy, and I, along with my mother, Helga, settled in Lake 
Wildwood on Golden Trout Way; quite a fabulous street name for a fisher! 
 
So, how did I get to be president? Shortly after joining, Tom Grant asked me to help with the fishout committee. 
Then, in early 2018, Mark Rockwell departed for Santa Barbara. Clay asked if I would help as club Secretary. 
By the end of 2018, Jimmie asked if I would be club vice president during his term as president which, as 
occurs in most cases, leads to the presidency the following year. I am having a blast! 
 
Like many of you, I joined GCFF to answer the question, “where does one fish around here?” Where I would 
fish was not a priority during our search for a home. However, I was pleasantly surprised to find fabulous day 
trip fishing opportunities abound for members of our club, and members of GCFF have shown me the way. 
GCFF currently has about 185 members. For our club to continue to attract fishers to be members and to show 
them where to fish, I believe we need more members to participate in club operations. Fortunately, we have a 
stellar group of members who have agreed to board positions and to chair committees. Most members are not 
ready to be committee chairs but participating simply means helping one or more of our committee chairs. 
Spreading the workload out among more members will be most appreciated by me, the board, and our 
committee chairs. You will find the names and contact information in this newsletter. Contact a committee chair 
of your choice. Discuss what is involved and how you can help. I trust you will find the experience as 
personally rewarding as I have. 
 
I want to acknowledge your 2020 club board (You can find their names and all the committee chairs elsewhere 
in this newsletter and on the club’s website, www.goldcountryff.org.) and thank them for their service. Five of 
the nine board seats are filled with relatively new members, including me. So, there will be many new ideas for 
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our club coming out of board discussions. However, I don’t foresee large scale changes to what is a popular 
and enviable fly fishing club. I invited the 2020 board, the 2019 board and several past presidents to a 2020 
planning session on November 22nd. The consensus was that GCFF does a lot and does it well. I hope to 
foster incremental improvements to club offerings and activities through working with our committee chairs. 
 
One possible area for substantial improvement is how the club interacts with and encourages youth who may 
be interested in fly fishing. But, like all other committees, we need people to focus on this effort. It won’t 
happen without new ideas and time commitments from the membership. Should you have an interest in youth 
fly fishing, please drop me a note. The club periodically announces open positions for volunteers, but please 
don’t wait to see a request for a specific job. Reach out to the leadership. Discuss what’s happening. Get 
involved. 
 
I hope to see improved two-way communication between club leadership and club members. I know the 2020 
board would like to hear your ideas and comments on what the club is doing well, what needs improvement or 
should be dropped, and what is not happening that should. I promise your thoughts will be discussed. More 
and more, the club’s communications will move to an electronic media. Afterall, it is 2020. We have a good 
newsletter but the hours it takes to prepare have become quite many. An email campaign process for 
announcements, calls to action, and general news has been implemented. These campaigns are also known 
as ‘shout-outs’. We will continue this communication channel. The same information that is typically in the 
newsletters and email campaigns is also on our website, www.goldcountyff.org. Please access our website 
and explore the information there. Again, should you have questions about where to find certain information, 
please ask. Peter Burnes is our webmaster. He strives to make improvements to enable access to club 
information via the website. In 2019, we briefly started up a place for club members to discuss all aspects of fly 
fishing. These online conversations are called forums. Unfortunately, since our website does not require a login 
for access, we were hacked and had to take down the forum. The board will consider the pros and cons of 
requiring a login to better secure our club information and discussions. 
 
Our club is renowned for our fly fishing education opportunities. Although I had been fly fishing since the mid-
1980s, in the first year I joined, I immersed myself in the classes and clinics offered throughout the year by our 
fly fishing education committee, chaired by Clay Hash. Classes and clinics of this caliber typically cost 
hundreds of dollars. In 2020, we hope to have a full lineup of classes and clinics. Should you wish a class or 
clinic on a certain aspect of fly fishing, please let Clay know. In addition, we will try for each of our fishouts to 
have club mentors available to assist anyone interested in honing their fly fishing skills at that particular venue. 
Regardless of your fly fishing experience, your age, or gender, please do ask for assistance. The club has 
numerous members who enjoy teaching others. 
 
Finally, as we start 2020, our annual club membership dues are due. The price of membership is $40 for 
individuals and $60 for a family. Please bring cash, a bank card, or check to the January 7th general meeting 
to pay your 2020 membership dues. 
 
Best regards and remember, the tug is the drug! 
 
Larry Strauss 
GCFF 2020 President 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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CONTACT US 
President: 

 Larry Strauss strauss.larry@gmail.com 

Vice-President: 

 Bill Burden   wllmburden3@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 

 Mike Chapel   mchapel9434@gmail.com 

Programs: 

 Dave Ackerman   ackydaddy@gmail.com 

Fish-Outs: 

 Tom Grant   tomkatgrant2@gmail.com 

Conservation: 

 Drew Irby   irbysan@hotmail.com 

 Frank Rinella   sierraguide@sbcglobal.net 

Damsels – Women’s Program: 

 Diane Berg   berg@nccn.net 

Membership: 

 Pam Kline   pamelaskline@gmail.com 

 Debbie DiSanto   dddis@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter: 

       Sheila Ryan   photoabstracts.ryan@gmail.com 
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2020 
 

PROGRAM SPEAKER: Lance Gray, speaking on the subject of “Fishing Sinking Lines in Still Water.” 

 

In the next three months or more 

there will be times when all our 

moving waters will be blown out or 

just plain tough to fish. That’s when 

we’ll all be glad that we have many 

lakes to fish like Oroville, Collins, 

Bullards Bar, Scott’s Flat, Rollins, 

Camp Far West, Folsom, LOP, 

Wildwood, and Englebright. 

 
"Fishing Sinking Lines 
in Stillwater" Is a presentation about 
the when, why and how of fishing 
sinking lines in still water. Lance will 
cover the countdown method, 

dragging (trolling) and straight line tactics. He'll focus on the equipment, picking the right tactic and line and 
then showing club members the why during the presentation. It’s a very educational presentation focusing on 
making the club fly fisher a better stillwater angler 
 

Lance and his wife Kristen have more than 50 years experience in fly fishing. Among other endeavors, in 2003 
they launched Lance Gray & Company, a full-service outfitter offering guided trips, fly-fishing schools, 
workshops and a travel agency. Lance conducts presentations at fly clubs and outdoor shows and supports 
local groups like Cub Scouts and 4H. He's a signature tier for Solitude Fly Company, pro staff member for 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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Sage and Rio and is a featured writer, with articles published in Angling Trade Magazine, California Fly Fisher, 
Fly Fishermen, Sierra Fisherman and Northwest Fly Fishing. 
 
So come on out to our January meeting to hear from an always engaging 

speaker 

 

Dave Ackerman,  

Programs Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY GCFF DINNER  

 

The January 7th Dinner Menu is 
Lasagna, green salad with Italian and 
ranch dressing on the side, and roasted 
veggies. 
 
Catering by Briar Patch 
$10.00 per person 
 
Doors open at 5:00 – Dinner will be 
served at 5:30 (Note: Meeting starts at 
6:30) 
 
Wine and beer are allowed on 
premises. 
 

 

PLEASE Reserve your dinner at least 48 hours in advance – by Sunday afternoon 

Contact Mike Connor at jmconnor@ucdavis.edu  

or 530-432-3236 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call for help:  Your General Membership 

Meeting Dinner Committee needs help. If you 

can help, please contact  

Ed Tulley 530-272-3306 

etulley@sbcglobal.net or 

 Mike Connor 530-277-1507 

jmconnor@ucdavis.edu 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
mailto:jmconnor@ucdavis.edu
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https://www.goldcountryff.org           GCFF Newsletter -- Page 5  January 2020 

ANNUAL ELECTIONS: 
 
At the November 5 General Membership meeting, elections were held. Please welcome your 2020 GCFF 
Board of Directors and Officers: 
 

Larry Strauss, President 
  Bill Burden, Vice President      Mike Chapel, Treasurer 
  Richard Fetterman, Secretary  Jimmie Marchio, Past President 
  Rich Tortosa, Director First Year  Mike McKinley, Director First Year 
  Diane Berg, Director Second Year  Frank Rinella, Director Second Year 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FLYPAPER 
By Ralph Wood 

 

Burlap 
 

 
 
 

 The Burlap was originated by Arnold Arana of Dunsmuir, California in 1945.  The fly was designed for 
the Klamath River but over the years gained popularity up and down the north coast.  The Burlap, as with 
many flies of the era, lost followers as  steelhead fly patterns began to make the transformation into the flies 
we know today. 
 

 My fondness for the pattern began in the mid-sixties as I began to learn the section of the Klamath 
River in the vicinity of Happy Camp.  In those days most steelhead flies were tied on the Mustad 7957B, a 
down eyed hook, in sizes #2-#8.  Now most steelhead lies are tied on Atlantic salmon fly hooks. The thread of 
choice was Belding Corticelli Nymo size A, which is a very stout thread making the heads on these patterns 
much heavier than they are today.  Looking back on the flies I tied in the 1960’s and 1970’s, I am struck as to 
how bulky and rough they look today.  
 

 The first time I tied on a Burlap, a friend and I were exploring the area above the Happy Camp bridge in 
early November.  I had made a few the night before we left San Francisco and I was anxious to try the pattern.  
As we drove along the river, I saw a good looking run beside a meadow with a small house, barn and 
orchard.  I pulled in and asked the owner if we could fish the water bordered by his meadow.  He allowed that 
we could, as long as we were fly fishermen and released all the fish we took.  He then proceeded to walk us 
down and show us the most productive sections of the run. Such was my introduction to Lee Bagby and 
Rancho Rio.   
 

 Those were the days of fiberglass rods and shooting heads.  My first cast was atrocious and Lee was 
kind enough not to burst out into gales of laughter.  After a few hints I was able to get off a decent cast and 
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almost immediately was into a fish.  The fishing lasted all afternoon and at night we camped in the orchard and 
fished again in the morning.  The Burlap never came off my leader. 
 

 For the next several years I frequently fished Rancho Rio and the upstream waters from Cade’s 
Canyon, Cock Rock and the Allen Ranch (If you are curious about the area I fished, you can check out 
Steelhead Fly Fishing by Trey Combs published in 1991 by Lyons and Burford Press.  There is a picture of 
Cade’s Canyon on pages 82-83.).  As long as the water had two to three feet of visibility, the Burlap was 
usually my fly of choice. 
 

  Burlap 

Hook:  TMC 7999,  Gamakatsu T10-6H,  
Mustad 36890 sizes #2-#8 
 

Thread:  Black 6/0 
 

Weight:  Optional (lead wire or non-lead wire) 
 

Tail:  Bucktail (Use brown section from center of the tail). 
 

Body:  Burlap (natural color) 
 

Hackle:  Grizzly 

 

 

 1.  Wrap a thread base to the bend of the hook. 
 2.  If you are weighting the fly, do it now. Smooth out the lead body with thread. 
 3.  Tie in the tail.  If non weighted, extend the butts to 1 eye length from the eye.  
  If weighted, meld the butts into the rear of the lead wire. 
 4.  Tie in the burlap, wrap forward and trim 1 eye length from the eye.  Body  
   should be cigar shaped.   
 5.  Tie in the grizzly hackle.  Make four or five wraps, tie off.  Build a head and 
  whip finish. 
 

 In reality, this is a steelhead soft-hackle and is fished as such.  Long swings across the river and hold 
on!  The tug is the drug! 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sacramento International Sportsmen's Exposition and Boat Show  
 

Thursday, Jan 16, 2020 through Sunday, Jan 19, 2020 
At Cal Expo Center, 1600 Exposition Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 95815 

 

 The Northern California Council of Fly Fishing International (NCCFFI) will be present to teach and to tie.  
Some of the activities include: 

Casting Pond Lessons 
Fly-Fishing Theater • NCCFFI How-To Tying Center 

Expert Fly Tyers Tying and Teaching, including some GCFF members. 
Kayak Theater • Seminar & Product-Demo Pond 

Fly-Fishing Retail • Guides & Lodges 
 
 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
https://www.eventcrazy.com/Sacramento-CA/attractions/details/14924-Cal-Expo-Center
https://www.eventcrazy.com/searchFiles/results.cfm?sType=Event&sCity=Sacramento&sState=CA&sCountry=US&
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Fly Tying with Sam 

Wednesday January 15, 2020 

6:00 to 8:00 PM 

 

Please call ahead if coming: 530-477-7537 

 

Unit Skwala 

Courtesy of Jon Baiocchi, Baiocchi’s Troutfitters 

 

Ingredients 

Hook:    TMC 5212 or 2312, #10 for the female, #12 for the male. 
Thread:   Uni 6/0 Camel. 
Under body:   Cascade Yarn #43 (olive yellow) for freshly hatched Skwala adult, or #51 (spicy mustard 
   yellow) for aged Skwala adult. Any dubbing or yarn may be substituted. 
Body:    Larva Lace Foam closed cell foam (black). 
Under bullet head:  Dubbing created from Cascade Yarn to perfectly match underbody. 
Sighter:   White polypropylene: 
Wing:    Moose hair with under fur removed. 
Legs:    Round Rubber Medium Brown. 

 
 
 
A typical night at Sam’s. Present here on 
December 11 were, left to right: Jimmie 
Marchio, Larry Uno, Sam himself, John 
Carcerrano, Roger Stover, Herb Busboom, 
Mike Connors and not pictured, the 
photographer, Sheila Ryan Weintraub 

Interested in a particular Class 

or Clinic? 

Please 
Contact Clay Hash at 

clayhash.fft@gmail.com 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
mailto:clayhash.fft@gmail.com
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Delta Fish Out Pictures 
 

 
See the T J Hooker fly in that huge rainbow’s mouth. Thanks to Roger Stover 

for the pictures.  That’s Dave Bear who caught the Rainbow. 
 

 

FISHING IN THE CITY, AUBURN, WAS HELD AGAIN ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 
 

A good time was had by all.  There were many more kids this 
year than last, and weather was much better than anticipated.  
GCFF had helped with a contribution toward food, but they ran 
out of hotdogs TWICE before noon. 
 
CA Fish & Wildlife, 

the Placer County Fish & Game Commission, 

and the Auburn Recreation District welcome our assistance each 

year. It is one of the easiest volunteer jobs around.  

Thanks this year to our GCFF volunteers Pam, Debbie, Sheila, 
Allan, Wilton, Mike, Drew, Jimmie and Frank.  
 

If you’re interested in volunteering next year, speak to Frank Rinella 
530-878-8708 sierraguide@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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A Little History 

The New Year is always a good time to take a look back, don’t you think?  Thanks to Fred Fulton for keeping 

his scrapbook and turning it over to the club, we have a history we can share. 
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The first meeting of persons interested in forming a fly fishing club was held on July 31, 1985.  Are you one of 

the names who signed in?  Do you recognize any of the names?   

 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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Our energentic volunteers included from left to 

right: Tom Grant, Rocco Fasone, Peter Burnes, 

Nita Keehn, Dave Ackerman and Diane Berg.  Also 

valuable volunteers not pictured were Mike 

Connor, Sheila Ryan, Mike Chapel, Dave Hull, 

Debbie DiSantos, Pam Kline, Scott Berry, Rich 

Miller, Diane Christ and Cicely Brookover. 

The Gold Country Fly Fishers Board and Members  
thank the following for making a very successful  

2019 Holiday Fund Raiser Event!  
 

The Club and Event only works because of the fantastic  
generosity and hard work of many individuals and businesses. 

Special Thanks to the Nevada City Elks Lodge #518 for a great venue and great service. 

Our Generous  
Member Donors 

 
Rocco Fasone 
Roger Stover 

Rick Aeschliman 
Mike Chapel 
Bob Alvares 
Diane Berg 
Diane Christ 

Sheila Ryan Weintraub 
Jimmie Marchio 
Rick Aeschliman 
Robin DeNegri 
Diane Christ 

Tom and Kate Grant 
Wayne Holloway 

John Felde 
Larry Lefmann 

Our Generous  
Local Businesses 

 
Reel Anglers Fly Shop 
Cattleman’s Restaurant 

Auburn Chirosports 
The Re-Store 

Pete Bros 
t 

Our Generous  
Pro Guide Donors 

 
Tom Page 

Chuck Ragan 
Dave Barbierri 
Jon Baiocchi 

Lance & Kirsten Gray 
Clay Hash 

Our Hardworking 
Holiday Fund Raiser 

Committee 
 

Dave Ackerman 
Diane Berg 

Peter Burnes 
Robin DeNegri 

Tom Grant 
Jimmie Marchio 
Larry Strauss 

Our Generous  
Fly Fishing Businesses 

and Destinations 
 

Reel Anglers Fly Shop 
The Fly Shop 

Tom Bartos Horseshoe 
Bar 

Yamsi Ranch 
Lonesome Duck 

Bailey Creek Lodge 
Bass Kickin’ Cabin 

California Fly Fisher 
Kelsey Bass Ranch 

Keine's Fly Shop 
Fly Fishing Specialties 

Henderson Springs Lodge 
Kreiger Enterprises 

Loon Outdoors 
Morrison's Rogue 

Wilderness 
Sawmill Lake 

Umpqua 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 

P.O. Box 2988 
     Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members for 2020 

 
President: Larry Strauss 

Vice President: Bill Burden 

Past President: Jimmie Marchio 

Secretary: Richard Fetterman 

Treasurer: Mike Chapel 

Director: Diane Berg 

Director: Frank Rinella 

Director: Mike McKinley 

Director: Rich Tortosa 

Committees & Chairs 

Boy & Girl Scout programs: TBD 

Clinics & Workshops: Clay Hash, Frank Rinella 

Conservation: Drew Irby, Frank Rinella 

NCCFFI: Frank Rinella, Clay Hash 

Fish-outs:  Tom Grant w/Mike Conner 

Classes, Clinics, Workshops: Clay Hash 

Fly Tying: Sam Higginbotham 
 
Holiday Party: Peter Burnes 

Damsels- Women’s Program: Diane Berg 

Library: Mark Hermes 

Malakoff Kids Day: Frank Rinella 

Meeting Dinners: Ed Tulley, Mike Connor 

Meeting Drinks & Snacks: Larry Uno 

Membership: Pam Kline, Debbie DiSantos 

New Members: Tim Ackerman, Robin DeNegri 

Monthly Raffle: Tom Page; Jerry Austin 

Newsletter:  Sheila Ryan Weintraub 

Programs: Dave Ackerman  

Trout in the Classroom: Robin DeNegri, Larry Uno 

Webmaster: Peter Burnes 

 

Mission Statement 
 

The Purposes and Objectives of 
 

Gold Country Fly Fishers are to: 
 

Support the "Catch and Release Ethic" 
  
Support fly fishing for the recreation of 
members 
  
Promote and support the conservation of 
our waters and fisheries 
  
Provide assistance to members in the 
skills and techniques of fly fishing 
  
Publicize and promote fly fishing, fly 
casting, fly tying and other related topics 
  
Represent fly fishers through liaison with 
sports and conservation organizations 
 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/

