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GCFF Newsletter – July 2019 
President’s Message   

  

I’m writing this after returning from a short camping trip to 
the North Yuba River.  It was good to get away for a 
couple of days, which really was the point, but alas the 
river was high and cold and virtually unfishable.  It was not 
unexpected.  I messed around fishing the edges, but with 
43-degree water, the fish were uncooperative.  Now I am 
in the process of preparing for next week’s Club Fishout 
and Camping Trip at Lake Davis. 

Have you ever participated in a club fishout?  If not, I 
highly recommend you consider it.  Why?  It’s a great opportunity to learn from others 
and to discover new places to fish.  The fishout leaders are experienced fly fishers 
happy to share their knowledge.  It also is a place to make new friends, get to know 
existing acquaintances better and to strengthen bonds with old friends.  There often is 
great camaraderie among the participants at fishouts: shared experiences, fish caught, 
fish lost, and good food shared.  By the time you read this, the Lake Davis Fishout will 
be history.  But with 21 members signed up, Jon Baiocchi as leader and the annual 
Lake Davis Tri-tip dinner, I’m sure all will have had a great time.  I’m sure I will. 

So, I encourage you to participate in our fishouts.  There still are many opportunities as 
the club fishout calendar is extensive and includes many locations and types of fishing.  
Take a look at it on the club’s website.  New fishouts and dates may be added so get 
out there and join us.  Fishouts are a great opportunity, so … 
Let’s Go Fishing! 

 

 
Jimmie Marchio 

530-272-6746  
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Program Notes 
– Dave Ackerman 
 
 July’s program is always one of our most popular. It features 
our club’s experienced members sharing with us the hot 
opportunities of summer in our area. You will be able to learn 
from their knowledge and experience.  

This year, we’ll have fewer speakers, but we will be covering the 
local scene in terms of trout and bass, especially in this year 

when the weather and water have been anything but “normal.” We will also talk bit 
about how we prepare for the future by building our club and the sport we love. 

Bring your notebook, your questions, and your knowledge to the meeting and we’ll all go 
home better anglers! 
	

 

JULY - PIZZA NIGHT 

 

$10.00 per person 

Doors open at 5:00 – Dinner will be served at 5:30 (Note: Meeting starts at 6:30) 

Wine and beer are allowed on premises. 

 

PLEASE NOTE A CHANGE IN MAKING RESERVATIONS FOR THIS MONTH: 

To reserve (at least 48 hours in advance) contact Mike Connor at 
jmconnor@ucdavis.edu or 530-432-3236.  Please let him know by Sunday evening so 
we can have plenty of pizza. 



Page 4 of 17  July 2019 

Conservation Education Committee Report 
Drew Irby & Frank Rinella – Co-chairmen 
 

The Conservation Corner 
 

 

Bob Winters and his crew finished up another successful Fly Fishing Boy Scout Merit 
Badge class. The class was a multi-day event, knots, rigging, fly tying and finally casting 
and catching fish. With our volunteers helping with this type of youth event, we are 
building up the fly fishers for the future. Bob is looking for a new leader for the event, if 
you would like to help out contact Bob. 

In April, Robin and Larry along with all their helpers finished up the Trout in the 
Classroom project with a very successful egg to Alvin 
count. My guess is that about 90% of the eggs raised 
were returned to the river as young Steelhead. Both of 
these annual programs can always use more volunteers, 
if you would like to help us out, contact one of our 
committee members at the Conservation table at our 
meetings. 

In September the club program will be about 
Conservation and Education in our watershed. Our guest 
speakers will be from local groups who are working to 
preserve our watershed and fishery. 

Save the date of Saturday October 12th – the club will be 
hosting the second annual Yuba Fest, an all-day family 
event celebrating our watershed. 

 

Our next meeting is Monday, July 1st, 1 p.m. at Players Pizza in Penn Valley – 
Everyone is welcome! (This is a no-host lunch meeting.)  

- Frank and Drew, Co-chairs  
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Fishout Report  
  
2019 Fishout Committee: Tom Grant, Mike Connor, and 
Sam Higginbotham  

 

Lake Davis – Jon Baiocchi 

The 2019 GCFF Lake Davis Fishout attendees experienced some fantastic weather 
with sunny blue skies and cumulous clouds, along with the most beautiful lake that 
Northern California has to offer.  

Lake Davis is full to the brim, at 97% of 
capacity, which does not offer too many 
coves or peninsulas, let alone fertile 
shallows. Fishing was tough. The rainbows 
were spread out, and with the last two weeks 
of May being cold and snowy, the hatches 
have been delayed considerably. On day two 
Fish Out Scout Dave Duddleston and I saw 
very few damsels migrating to shore, but did 
see some freshly emerged adults in the late 
morning fleeing our presence as we walked 
through the willows. Surface water temps 
ranged from 67 degrees in the morning rising to 69 in the afternoon.  

As for the Hex hatch, I spotted two emerging adults during the late evening in Honker 
Cove, with one rising fish to the surface. For this time of year there should have been 
many more rising trout in both the morning and the evening. I have seen this scenario 
before at both Lake Davis and Lake Almanor: late hatches of Damsels and the Hex, yet 
the surface temps are so warm that the trout prefer to stay in their deeper, air-
conditioned restaurants down below, off the first major ledge. The top fish king of the 

outing did exactly that. Larry Lefmann kicked his 
float tube out into deeper water off the Camp 5 point 
and proceeded to land 4 big beautiful rainbows using 
a fast-full-sinking line with a Sheep’s Creek Special, 
about 20 feet down in the water column. Dave did ok 
earlier in the week picking up 3 rainbows during a 
session with one at 23.75 inches.  

Our fishout hosts: Jon and Dave 
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While the fishing was sub-par, the camaraderie, storytelling, 
and the official club potluck and dinner did not disappoint. In 
fact, it was the highlight of the trip for myself, and attending 
club events like these sure make for some great memories. 
Sheila Weintraub was instrumental in purchasing and 
preparing the 5 large trip tips using master foody Trent 
Pridemore’s special marinade. She also was busy taking 
pictures and capturing the many smiles that blanketed 
camp. BBQ pit master Jimmie Marchio preformed his usual 
magic of cooking up the beef over an open fire using oak 
coals. When it came to the carving of the tender slices, Mike 
Conner did an outstanding job and presentation.  

All 15 dinner attendees provided their own special dish 
(which were awesome in their own right), but it was Jon 
Carcerano’s Dutch-Oven Scalloped Potatoes that was the 
big hit. A freshly-baked apple pie from the Graeagle Millworks, and homemade 
brownies rounded out the after-dinner treats.  

Flyfisher (and future member?) Sadie 
Williams 

As the sun set behind Smith Peak I 
presented a PowerPoint program made 
especially for the GCFF LD Fishout that 
focused on the Late Spring and Early 
summer season on Lake Davis. A 
presentation like this is very different than a 
regular club meeting. The ambiance is much 
more laid-back, as it is on site under the 
conifers with a campfire, and western 

wooded Peewees calling in the distance. For those that did not attend, you missed out 
on a very special evening. On a special note, there is a new contractor managing the 
USFS campgrounds: Royal Oak Park Management from Idaho has stepped in and is 
doing a great job compared to Thousand Trials in the past. Our hosts at the Grizzly 
Campground, Judi and George, were extremely friendly with no attitude, and only 
smiles and laughter.   

On Thursday Jimmie, Sheila, Jon C, Mike Conner, Bill Burden and I fished the Wild & 
Scenic Middle Fork Feather River near Blairsden and Graeagle. The River was still a 
tad too high but I got to show Bill a special section of mine near Clio. There were only a 
few bugs out like little Yellow Sallies, a few caddis, and the most prolific bug of all was a 
#20 Blue Wing Olive. I raised a few trout with a carpenter ant and down below with 
Hogan’s S&M nymph. Later in the day I brought Jon upstream to the inflow of Graeagle 
Creek and guided him into a plump rainbow that ate a dark-caddis emerger dropper fly. 
That was fun! 
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The future looks bright for Lake Davis, as CA DFW has made three plants since the 
middle of May, adding 18,000 pounds of rainbows both catchable and sub-catchable. 
This fall the lake will fish better, and next year and the year after should be great, as 
long as DFW continues to plant catchable trout per their new management plan. If you 
didn’t make this year, plan on 2020, it’s the best of times for sure! Thanks again for 
everyone’s help for the fishout, and all the scrumptious food that was provided for the 
potluck!   

-Jon Baiocchi 

 

 

It was a treat to see Vern Kuska 

 

 

For the most recent (and up-dated) Fishout Schedule,  

click this link to the GCFF website. 
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The Damselflies 

With Diane Berg 
Hi Damsels,   

We had a great time on our Upper Yuba fishout weekend.  Wow, 
was the Yuba running fast and high!  We couldn’t fish the Yuba, 
but the lower Sardine was fishing fantastic. They had just 
planted the lake with lots of fish.  They could not get into the 
upper lakes because they were still frozen, so they put them all 
into Sardine.  Cicely caught 16 day one and 17 day two.  I 
caught 10 each day.  That was only fishing 2-3 hours.  Nice fish 
sizes 10 to 17 inches.  I think everyone who attended caught 
some fish.  We had 7 damsels attend.  We had lots of great food 
and beverages.  We even played ping pong in the evening.  Can’t wait to do this again.  
Hopefully the Yuba will be fishable next time. 

Our next outing is at Fuller Lake with the guys on July 13th.  If you have never fished a 
lake this is a good one to start with.  Bring your float tube and we will show you how to 
use it.  Or you can come and just hang out on shore and enjoy the view.  Please sign up 
on the GCFF website under fishouts.  Tom Grant needs to know how many to plan 
lunch for.  There will be a small charge for lunch.  Tom Grant and friend always do a 
great lunch.   

Then the next week July 17 thru 22 we will be at Webber Lake.  I think the sign-up is 
full, but you can check the fishout tab at the GCFF web site.  It is not that long of a drive 
if you want to come up for a day.  There is no cell service at Webber Lake. 
 

Keep your lines wet! 

 Diane 
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GCFF Loaner Program 

 

The GCFF club has accumulated loaner fly fishing gear for the use of its members. The 
club has 5 weight and 6 weight rods, reels and lines to match, as well as related gear.  

These items are available for use in our instructional programs as well as when our 
members need to borrow it on a temporary basis. 

To reserve a piece of equipment: 

• Go to our web page at www.goldcountryff.org 
• Click on the Fishout tab.   

• On the drop down you will find our Loaner Program.    

• Click on Loaner Program, and a list of our loaner equipment will appear 
(see the Equipment Inventory below). 

• Below the list there is a button Need to Borrow Some Equipment.   

• Click on the button and it will take you to an email form to request 
equipment.   

• The request will go to Ed Tulley who will contact you to make 
arrangements to get you the equipment you want to borrow.   

 

GCFF Equipment Inventory 

5 ea. - TFO #5 2 pc 8’ 6” length, rod and reel combinations with WF Floating #5 lines 

1 ea. - Redington Crosswater #5 9’ rod with either Redington or Cabelas reel, WF #5 
floating or intermediate line 

2 ea. - Redington Crosswater #6 9’ rods with either Redington or Cabelas reel, WF 
#6 floating or intermediate line 

2 ea. - Echo Solo #5 9’ 4 pc. with floating lines, may substitute w/ other intermediate 
line. 

1 ea. - #5 WF Rio Indicator Nymph line available 

1 ea. - #7 9’ 2 pc Fenwick Eagle rod and #7 WF Floating line 9 (reels can be used 
from above listed equipment) 
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1 ea. - Fiberglass Composite rod 9’ 2 pc #6 make unknown (reels can be used from 
above listed equipment) 

1 pr. - Orvis wading shoes w/felt soles (about size #9) 

1 pr. - Cabelas wading shoes w/felt soles size #9 

1 pr. - Fly Tech size #9 Canvas wading shoes 

1 pr. - Glacier Glove size medium light weight waders 

1 pr. - Cabelas medium regular waders about size #10 

 

If you have equipment that is in good working order that you would like to donate to the 
Loaner Program, please contact Ed Tulley or any member of the Board of Directors.  
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FLYPAPER 
By Ralph Wood 
 
 
 

Twitch-Pause Nymph 
 

 

Fall River is the largest spring creek in California and is a fabulous fishery.  I always 
look forward to matching wits with its educated trout.  The small flies and light leaders 
that are normally used put the trout in a very advantageous position.  I do realize that 
you can dredge the corner bends with big, ugly leech patterns and, in the evening, you 
can throw mice imitations up against the reeds (there are a plethora of mice in the 
fields) and hook into some very large trout.  However, my personal preference is for 
small flies and light leaders. 

My love affair with Fall River began many years ago when Hat Creek was just being 
rehabbed into a blue-ribbon fishery.  I went into a small fly shop in Burney and met the 
proprietor, Chuck Stranahan, who, at the time, was hunched over his vise.  I was 
immediately struck by Chuck’s flies.  They were well tied and each one out of the vise 
looked like the one before it.  I later came to find out that both Chuck and I had the 
privilege of being instructed by Cal Bird.  Many of Chuck’s patterns have been carried 
by Umpqua Feather Merchants over the years. 

We fished together on both Hat Creek and Fall River and other streams in the area for 
several years until Chuck moved to Montana and opened Riverbend Fly fishing in 
Hamilton, on the Bitterroot River.  

The story of the Twitch-Pause Nymph is outlined in Jack Dennis’s Tying Flies with Jack 
Dennis and Friends published in 1993 by Snake River Books and is available on 
Amazon as a used book.  This is a guide’s fly.  It is quick and easy to tie with a dozen 
an hour easily in reach.  I have never seen this fly for sale in any of the fly shops.  

The Twitch-Pause Nymph has been one of my go to flies on Fall River for many years.  
When the micro-caddis flies are hatching, this pattern usually ends up on the end of my 
leader. 
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Twitch-Pause Nymph 
 

• Hook: Tiemco 3769 or similar in sizes 12-20 
• Thread:  8/0 black or dark olive 
• Body:  Wool either Crewel embroidery yarn or any wool you have available in 

light tan, dark olive, lime green or cinnamon brown. 
• If necessary, untwist the yarn into smaller strands to make a  thinner body. 
• Throat: Mottled hen back fibers, lighter shades with lighter body and  dark 

shades with darker bodies. 
• Head:  Peacock herl 

 
1.  Wrap the thread from the eye of the hook to the bend.  Return to eye. 
2.  Tie the wool on at the full length of the abdomen to the bend.  This will ensure that 

the body will remain uniform. 
3.  Twist the yarn into a rope and wrap a segmented body to one eye length behind the 

hook eye.  
4.  Select 6-8 fibers from a hen back and tie in on the bottom of the hook.  The length 

should be slightly past the end of the hook. 
5.  Tie in two strands of peacock herl by the butts.  Wrap the herl around the thread and 

make 2 to 3 wraps to form the head.  Whip finish. 
 
This is a very simple tie but a very effective caddis pupa imitation or micro-caddis pupa 
pattern depending on the hook size.  The name of the nymph tells you how to fish it!  
Not only have I found this pattern successful on spring creeks but also on long deep 
pools in freestone streams, such as the dredger pools on the North Yuba.  Use a long 
leader and cast gently.      
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PROFILE OF THE MONTH:  SAM HIGGINBOTHAM 

 

“I’m not so interested in fishing Davis, because I like to CATCH fish,” Sam said 
when asked whether he’d be at the Davis Lake Campout/Fishout.  And he may be right. 
Catching fish at Davis has not been great in recent years, but I am told that things may 
be different this year. We will see, and those of you who will be there will know before 
you get to read this newsletter. 

Catching fish, however, is only one of Sam 
Higginbotham’s talents. He’s a tournament fly caster, a 
certified casting instructor, a proficient fly-tyer, a wood 
carver, a furniture maker, a retired machinist and has at 
least one talent you may not be aware of:  He knows how 
to be vice president of Gold Country Fly Fishers and not 
become president.  He’s done it twice. But when I asked 
him whether he would like to be vice president in 2020, he 
said, “No thank you. I just can’t talk in front of a group or 
write up sensible outlines for meetings.” 

You should not, however, get the idea that Sam 
doesn’t contribute to the success of our club. If you need 
or want casting instruction, call Sam. If you like tying flies, 
come to Sam’s monthly fly-tying sessions, which he has 
been hosting since he joined the club in 2000. He hosts 
the session in his workshop and demonstrates the tying of 
a specific fly if you want to learn it. This newsletter 
provides details. 

Sam started fishing in his early teens.  He started with worms as bait, moved on 
to spinners with lures and then to fly fishing with flies. When asked, he couldn’t tell me 
how many fishing rods he owns but admitted to certainly more than a dozen.  He owns 
a rod he bought for $25 and a bamboo tournament rod worth $6,500 that he received as 
a gift from Per Brendan, a rod maker for whom Sam made a bamboo rod making 
machine. Brendan is in New Jersey now still making bamboo rods.  Sam made at least 
two other rod making machines for local rod makers but treasures his own bamboo rod 
too much to fish with it. 

Because the streams are all blown out, Sam and Mike Connor have had to fish 
some ponds. They have walked two miles in, fished for several hours and walked two 
miles out, carrying float tubes and related gear. Dave Ackerman went with them once, 
only once. It’s a long, hard, tiring day. Sam likes wading best though, in small streams 
like Deer Creek, even after he got himself hung up on some roots in the Lower Yuba, 
got dunked and his waders filled with water, “a tight wading belt can only help so much,” 
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he lets me know. Once righted with the help of Roger Stover, he fished the rest of the 
day in waders full of water. A passing kayak saved his boat and his hat. He has also 
fished all day after hooking himself in the chin.  Lucky for him, he married a nurse. 
Jackie was able to help him get unhooked when he got home. 

Sam’s favorite flies to fish are dry flies, but “I catch more fish with nymphs,” he 
says, “and I’m not interested especially in big fish, so the small streams are where I 
belong.” 

 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

 

 

Somewhere in the North Yuba Drainage 
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GCFF Yahoo E-Mail Group 
 

The GCFF Email Group is an easy way for GCFF members to communicate with other 
members who want to go fishing, get information on local conditions and fishing spots, 
set up shuttles to drift our rivers, or find a fishing buddy, whatever. 

Each member who is signed up can send an email which goes to everyone who has 
signed up for the group. It’s also open to members to sell or find fly-fishing gear, or to 
announce issues of Fly Fishing interest or other Club happenings. 

Only “on-topic” (Fly-Fishing Related) postings are allowed. Please – no political 
messages or off-topic postings. 

You can adjust your settings to receive few or no emails but still have access to 
postings. 

All GCFF members are welcome and no one is required to join, but the more members, 
the more we can share important information. 

 

To subscribe, follow the link at the GCFF website: https://www.goldcountryff.org/links . 

 

It’s easy to connect. 
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 
P.O. Box 2988 

     Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members for 2019 
 
President: Jimmie Marchio 

Vice President: Larry Strauss 

Past President: Clay Hash 

Secretary: Sheila Ryan Weintraub 
Treasurer: Mike Chapel 

Director: Diane Berg 

Director: Larry Uno 

Director: Frank Rinella 

Director: Tom Page 

Committees & Chairs 

Boy & Girl Scout programs: TBD 

Clinics & Workshops: Clay Hash, Frank Rinella 

Conservation: Drew Irby 

FFF: Frank Rinella 

Fishouts:  Tom Grant w/Mike Conner 

Fly Fishing 101 Classes: Clay Hash 

Fly Tying: Sam Higginbotham 
 
Holiday Party: Peter Burnes 

Ladies Program:  Diane Berg 

Library: Mark Hermes 

Malakoff Kids Day: Frank Rinella 

Meeting Dinners: Ed Tulley 

Meeting Drinks & Snacks: Larry Uno 

Membership: Mike Chapel 

New Members: Tim Ackerman & Robin DeNegri 

Monthly Raffle: Tom Page; Jerry Austin 

Newsletter:  Bill Burden 

Programs: Dave Ackerman  

Trout in the Classroom Coordinator: Robin 
DeNegri, Larry Uno 

Webmaster: Peter Burnes 

 

Thanks to 
Our Financial Supporters: 

 
 

Fly Fishing Specialties, 

6360 Tupelo Dr, Citrus Heights, CA 95621 

(916) 722-1055 

www.flyfishingspecialties.com 

 

Acclaim Signs, Inc. 
Gene McCallister 

 (530) 346-2782 

acclaimsigns@hughes.net 

 

Reel Anglers Fly Shop 

760 S. Auburn, Grass Valley, CA  

Tom Page, Proprietor & Guide 

 (530) 477-5397 

www.reelanglersflyshop.com 
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://www.goldcountryff.org/ 

Purpose and Objectives 
 

Support the “catch and release” ethic 
 

Promote fly fishing for the recreation of 
members 

 

Promote and support the conservation of our 
water and fisheries 

 

Provide assistance to members in the skill and 
techniques of fly fishing 

 

Publicize and promote fly fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, and other related topics 

 

Represent fly fishers through liaison with sports and 
conservation organizations 

 


