
  GCFF NEWSLETTER – JULY 2020 

Letter from your Editor: 

We are a bit short on content this month, probably because we’re all staying mostly 
at home. Please do send me stories and/or pictures. I can help you write or edit, 
and maybe even provide pictures to go with a narrative (or narrative to go with a 
picture).  I would love to hear from you. Please get your stuff to me by July 22 
and/or let me know something is coming.  

       Thanks and Stay Healthy, 
       Sheila Ryan Weintraub 
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President’s Message: 

Hi everyone. I trust you are all staying safe. Just when I anticipated 
more movement toward normalcy, the coronavirus, a.k.a. COVID-
19, is again infecting more and more people. Nevada County has 
23 active cases. Just last week, Governor Newsom made wearing 
a mask mandatory while interacting with others. Like fishing 
regulations, I do not see how the state will enforce this. I am one of 
those who agrees with the mandatory mask wearing. I believe it 
makes the most sense as our county, other counties, and people 
within the counties begin to reopen. But, like most everything in our 

society, there are those who disagree. I have seen some crazy reasoning, e.g., wearing a mask 
will cause CO2 sickness. Let me be clear, I hate wearing a mask. I find it difficult to smile when 
wearing a mask. I feel annoyed. But I believe my wearing a mask protects others and I hope 
you will wear a mask to protect me.  

Given the various phases of so-called reopening, social clubs are far down the list. Our club will 
not hold gatherings until such time as the directives make it OK. This means no Annual 
Hamburger night (that would have been our June meeting) and no Annual Tri-tip BBQ and 
potluck in August. I am sure you all saw that the Nevada County Fair has been cancelled due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. I see other clubs developing strategies for and holding gatherings. My 
belief is should someone want to hold a gathering, it is easy to come up with a rationale in one’s 
mind to conclude it is OK. Our GCFF board addresses the possibilities of gathering at each 
monthly Board meeting. As of right now, no GCFF club gatherings are happening. This means 
no meetings, fishouts, clinics, classes, or fly tying. The current Board position is that there are 
too many requirements which someone would have to be responsible for managing to hold any 
kind of gathering. The question of whether the club’s liability and directors & officers insurance 
policies would exclude coverage based on current state and county directives cannot be 
definitively answered. I spoke to the insurance broker who said insurance companies receiving 
claims mentioning COVID-19 are summarily denying coverage. Insurance policies typically 
exclude coverage for illegal actions. Given the state and county have made it illegal for social 
clubs to gather, one can see the dilemma.  

It saddens me to reflect on how my year as president will play out. Unless something 
remarkable takes place, I do not see our club being able to gather until an effective vaccine is 
widely available. As many of you are aware, I spent about 20 years of my career in the biotech 
and medical device industries. Fast tracking protocols are rare. Bringing drugs to market takes a 
lot of time. The Food and Drug Administration has two simple requirements: drugs must be safe 
and effective. Large clinical trials are the only way to prove safety and effectiveness. And large 
clinical trials take time.  

I understand members have been fishing. If there are two or more, I hope they practice social 
distancing. I have been fishing on Lake Wildwood for bass and on the Lower Yuba River for 
shad. I also get engrossed in YouTube videos. I get suggestions from my numerous email 
subscriptions and of course, once one watches a YouTube video, YouTube offers dozens of 
similar videos. There is a huge amount of content on the internet for us fly fishers. I plan to post 
a list and links on our club’s forum. If you have a regular email subscription you like, please post 
it on the forum as well.  

I have asked a couple of our members to begin a forum stream covering waters where they 
possess a high level of knowledge. My hope is we make our club’s forum a go-to place for 
getting seasonal information on our local waters. Feel free to start a forum stream on a river or 
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lake where you have a lot of fly fishing knowledge or where you would like information. I am 
sure we have members who will help you out.  

Larry Strauss 
GCFF 2020 President 
 
 

SAWMILL LAKE – PART 1 

By Dave Earl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Dave Earl with his 5-pound Rainbow          Photo by Janet Earl 

 I fished Sawmill Lake, a private 10-acre reservoir near Truckee on Sunday May 31. The 
Lake has large planted/holdover Rainbow Trout as well as a few Brown Trout and is reserved 
for “Catch & Release” Fly Fishing only. When I got there at 1pm some fish were rising near 
shore, but I felt they were probably the smaller wild browns. I was after the big rainbows the lake 
is known for and decided to fish mostly sub-surface in the deep water. I got some on a balanced 
leach under an indicator and 20ft Type III sink-tip, but the best action was on a clear 
intermediate line retrieved slowly. Best flies were black bead head wooly bugger trailed by a #18 
pheasant tail. This year the fish were bigger than in the past couple of years, I landed several in 
the 8 lb range. 

 Sawmill is managed by Victor Babbit of Tahoe Fly Fishing Outfitters. It's $100 1/2 day or 
$150 for a full day, well worth it if you like high mountain solitude and big hard-fighting trout. 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/


https://www.goldcountryff.org GCFF Newsletter – Page 4 July 2020 

SAWMILL LAKE – PART 2 
 

Fishing by Mike and Darren Chapel 
Story by Sheila Ryan Weintraub 

  

Sawmill Lake donated a day’s 
fishing to our Holiday Party auction 
last year. Mike Chapel had the 
winning bid and went there with 
his son, Darren, to fish days 
before Dave’s trip. You will note 
below that Darren and Mike also 
had a good day with big rainbows. 

 

 

 

Darren Chapel (above) Mike Chapel (right) and  

Rainbows everywhere. Photos of Darren and 
Mike were taken by each other. 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNCIL OF FLY FISHERS INTERNATIONAL (NCCFFI) 

MONTHLY REPORT JUNE 20, 2020 

Prepared by Mark Rockwell, NCCFFI President 

 

What to Expect from the Nor Cal Council (NCCFFI) in 2020 & 2021 

 
I’m happy to report that NCCFFI has achieved our Goals & Objectives set back in 2019.  At the 
top of that list was to re-engage with clubs and establish better regular communications with all 
of you.  The Ambassador Program is the vehicle we use and involves monthly calls with club 
Presidents and a monthly report to club members about NCCFFI and FFI activities to be 
published in your newsletter and on your website.  We have now established this process, and 
this report is the part of the Ambassador program you all will see each month.   
 
We are now set to move forward with new Goals and Objectives to enhance and improve upon 
what we have established with all of you.  Our hope is to improve upon this communication 
effort,  
 
To give us some guidance on this effort to enhance your confidence in the Nor Cal Council as 
an asset to you and your club and to work to build a tighter, more connected community within 
fly fishing, we have contracted with an outside communication company - Back Office Thinking - 
a Customer Relationship Management (CRM) group.  Our Goal is to up-date and improve our 
communication tools, enhance the look and feel on our website and Facebook page, and to 
develop better communication strategies to improve our relationship with all of you and your 
club. Our goal is to have closer relationships, provide greater opportunities for learning, improve 
upon our Conservation efforts, and be the asset you all want us to be.  We feel we have nothing 
if we are not tightly connected with you and your club. 
 
We have received recommendations from Back Office Thinking and will be formulating our work 
efforts soon.  One need is obvious today: We will need your help.   
 
We have two major slots to fill if we are to be successful:  1) a new website manager to help us 
reformat and manage the site, and 2) someone to manage and over-see Council 
communications.  Clay Hash and Larry Strauss have been filling these positions until now, but 
Clay wants to move over to manage the enhanced Ambassador Program, and Larry will help 
going forward but needs some space to manage his club.  I know there are many talented 
people out there, and 2 of you are needed now to help us continue our ability to strengthen our 
fly fishing community, bring us together, and protect our watersheds.  Please, jump in with us.  
You’ll be giving to the sport you love!  
 
Contact:  Mark Rockwell, mrockwell1945@gmail.com, 530-559-5759 
 

Fly Fishers International July Report 
 
As some of you may have noticed, FFI has started a regular weekly broadcast of webinars.  
Every week FFI publishes the events to be covered on its Live on Line:  Weekly Zooms.  Go 
to:  https://flyfishersinternational.org/FFI-Online, or go to the FFI website: 
https://flyfishersinternational.org, and go to the dropdown menu under Events.  These are hour 
long webinars covering many subjects from conservation challenges like the Pebble Mine or 
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getting dams off the Snake River, to special fly tying instruction with Jerry Coviello, fly fishing 
travel with famous fly fishing leaders, as well as interviews with leaders in our sport, like Patrick 
Berry, President/CEO of Fly Fishers International.  They are exciting and fun and you just open 
the list of events for the week and click - Join Webcast under the event you want to watch.  
Check in weekly as they change often. 
 
Visit FFI’s website (https://flyfishersinternational.org) to better understand the benefits offered by 
FFI.  One of the real assets to clubs as well as members is in education.  The dropdown menu 
lists the Learning Center, and it is full of really good information on fly tying, fly casting as well 
as conservation and fly fishing skills.  There are wonderful videos you can watch, as well as 
downloadable materials for teaching in workshops in your club.   
 
Click on Casting and take a look at the dropdown menu.  If you want to become a certified 
casting instruction, it’s there.  You want casting videos to watch, they are available.  You can 
also sign up for The Loop Newsletter.   
 
Go to the Fly Tying menu and there are a host of options to choose from.  Sign up for the 
Tying Times Newsletter, take a look at the fly tying challenge, or look over the educational 
resources to learn to tie specific flies.   
 
The Resources dropdown menu is full of handy items you might need or enjoy.  Need a guide - 
It’s there.  Need something from the fly fishing library, take a look there.  Need some info on 
youth education in fly fishing, it’s there.  There are a lot of materials and helpful assets for 
almost everything you may need.  
 
Lastly, for those of you who are not FFI members - Join!  FFI is the only organization in 
America that represents your sport - Fly Fishing! Future generations of fly fishers come from 
people like you, and through organizations like Fly Fishers International.  It’s important to 
become a member and support your sport.   
 
https://flyfishersinternational.org/Membership/Membership-Overview  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fly fishing 
the North 
Fork.  
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FLY PAPER 
by 

Ralph Wood 
 

The Gurgler 
 

 
 

 Summer evenings are bass times. There is nothing more satisfying than seeing a bass 
come to the surface and slam a floating bug. This is a simple pattern which was originally tied to 
fish for striped bass in Boston Harbor by the late Jack Gartside. Downsized it has become a great 
bass bug and is very easy to tie. 
 

GURGLER 
 

 Hook:  Gamakatsu B10s in size #6 to 1/0 or any comparable wide gape hook. 
 Thread: 6/0 white or color to match over-body 
 Tail:  Marabou with six strands of pearl Krystal flash (color to match over-body) 
 Body:  Estaz Opalescent White or color to match over-body 
 Over-body: White 2mm foam or any other color you want 
 
 

1. Wrap a thread base from the eye of the hook to just short of the bend. 
2. Tie in the marabou tail and 6 strands of Krystal flash 
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3. Cut a piece of 2mm foam just smaller in width than the hook gape is wide. Leave the 
length fairly long so you can work with it easily. 

4. Tie in the foam with the long side facing to the rear at the tail tie in point. Then tie in 
the Estaz. Advance the thread and wrap the Estaz to 1/8 inch behind the hook eye. 

5. Pull the foam over the back of the fly and tie down with several tight wraps. When 
you cut off the foam leave at least a ½ inch of the foam extending out over the eye. 
Lift up the tag end of the foam and bring your thread to the front of the hook shank. 
Whip finish. 

6. Cut the foam extension to the length and shape you desire. 
 

 This fly can be modified in many ways. The color can be changed (I like white), yellow 
and green). After you tie in the tail, add a hackle before you tie in the Estaz. After you wrap the 
body, palmer the hackle and tie off before you pull the foam over the body. You can add rubber 
legs when you tie down the foam but keep them short enough so they don’t get caught in the 
bend of the hook. 
 
 It probably is wise to add a weed guard of 20-pound test stiff mono before you begin to 
tie this fly. The example shown is just the basic pattern. 
 
 Fish the gurgler just as you would fish any floating bass bug. They kick up a lot of 
commotion when you pop or steadily retrieve the fly. This is a simply tied bug that does a 
deadly job! 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

North Fork   All uncredited photos were taken by Sheila Ryan Weintraub 
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 

Post Office Box 2988 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members: 

  President:    Larry Strauss 
  Vice President:   Bill Burden 
  Past President:   Jimmie Marchio 
  Secretary:    Richard Fetterman 
  Treasurer:    Mike McKinley 
  Director:    Diane Berg 
  Director:    Frank Rinella 
  Director:    Lee Coffee 
  Director:    Rich Tortosa 
 
Committees and Chairs: 
 
  Scout Fly Fishing Merit Badge: TBD 
  Conservation:    Frank Rinella, Drew Irby, Wilton Fryer 
  NCCFFI:    Frank Rinella, Clay Hash, Larry Strauss 
  Fish-Outs:    Tom Grant, Mike Connor 
  Classes, Clinics, Workshops:  Clay Hash 
  Fly Tying:    Sam Higginbotham 
  Holiday Party:    Bill Burden, Peter Burnes 
  Damsels – Women’s Program: Diane Berg 
  Library:    Mark Hermes 
  Fishing in the City – Kids’ Day: Frank Rinella 
  Meeting Programs:   Dave Ackerman 
  Meeting Dinners:   Mike Connor, Diane Berg 
  Meeting Drinks and Snacks:  Larry Uno 
  Monthly Raffle:   Tom Page, Jerry Austin 
  Membership:    Pam Kline, Debbie DiSanto 
  New Members:   Tim Ackerman, Robin Denegri 
  Newsletter:    Sheila Ryan Weintraub, Lee Coffee 
  Trout in the Classroom:  Robin Denegri, Larry Uno 
  Webmaster:    Peter Burnes 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Purpose and Objectives of Gold Country Fly Fishers are to: 
 
Support the “Catch and Release Ethic”; 
Support fly fishing for the recreation of members; 
Promote and support the conservation of our waters and fisheries; 
Provide assistance to members in the skills and techniques of fly fishing; 
Publicize and promote fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying and other related topics;  
Represent fly fishers through liaison with sports and conservation organizations. 
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