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  Lee a few years ago – not that many! 

From your Editors: 

Please send stories and/or pictures for next 
month’s newsletter to your incoming 
Newsletter Editor, Lee Coffee. He would 
love to hear from you with ideas, 
suggestions, or written and photographic 
material. Please get your stuff to him by 
October 22 and/or let him know 
something is coming and when he’ll 
have it.  
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GCFF’s GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING ON 

October 6, 2020 

Via ZOOM at 6:30 pm PDT 

Will Feature a Presentation by  

Curt Aikens and his team 

From the Yuba Water Agency 

Link to join meeting and more 

information inside. 
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President’s Message: 

Hi everyone.  

Following Devin Olsen’s terrific presentation on September 
1st and taking the advice from Roger Stover, I acquired 
Devin’s book and the three videos he has produced with 
compatriot Lance Egan. Both Devin and Lance are members 
of Fly Fishing Team USA. Each has both individual and 
team medals. So, if you are going to take fly fishing advice, 
why not from world class fly fishers. I acquired some basic 
Euro nymphing gear: rod, line, sighter material, and tied 

some rather heavy flies. My experience on the Lower Yuba has been markedly better: more 
engaging by studying the water types, more productive by landing more fish, and more to talk 
about. I even went to the South Fork Yuba downstream from Bridgeport to see the water types 
there. While the water temperature hovered at 70° (I now have my thermometer close at hand; 
again following Devin’s advice). On my first cast I hooked two Sacramento Pike Minnows… 
rather small but exciting on the first cast. I recall Lance Egan saying (I’m paraphrasing), “your 
first cast into where you believe fish to be has the highest likelihood of hooking up.” I’ve 
thoroughly enjoyed implementing these Euro inspired techniques and enjoy sharing the 
experience.  

There have been a couple of changes in the club’s leadership in the past month. Jimmie 
Marchio chose to leave the board. We thank Jimmie for his leadership as president in 2019 and 
his serving on the board in 2020. In accordance with the club’s bylaws, the board appointed 
Tom Grant to fill the open seat. Tom will serve through the end of the year. Sheila Weintraub 
chose to turn the newsletter over to another editor. Sheila has produced all 10 newsletters in 
2020, including this one. We thank Sheila for her efforts in putting together terrific newsletters. 
Lee Coffee will become editor with the November newsletter. 

The club board has concluded that 2021 operations will continue with Zoom general meetings 
and no gatherings until the county and state regulations allow which most likely won’t happen 
until a safe and effective coronavirus vaccine is widely available throughout our community.  

 

FAREWELL and WELCOME 
 
As I prepare my final newsletter as Newsletter Editor, it occurs to me that I should say 
something about my experience.  I loved doing your newsletter even though I am new to fly 
fishing.  Just reading the stuff you contributed helped me to learn to fish and to tie. Membership 
in GCFF has been a great experience for those reasons, but more importantly, for the 
friendships I’ve made.  Thank you all for your friendship and your contributions.  I know you will 
continue to support your newsletter when Lee Coffee takes over later this month. 
 
See you on a river soon I hope, 
Sheila, Your Retiring Newsletter Editor 
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In August, the board accepted the job to serve as the 2021 leadership nominating committee 
and search for members to be the club’s leadership. The leadership slate is printed later in this 
newsletter and will be presented to the membership during the October 6th Zoom general 
membership meeting. The election of 2021 officers and directors will take place at the Zoom 
general membership meeting on November 3rd. Between now and November, any member can 
be nominated for an officer or open director position. Should you wish to be nominated or 
nominate another member, please let me know. Participation in club leadership allows members 
to guide the club to be just what you would like a fly fishing club to be. Should you have an 
interest in moving the club in directions you believe best for either 2021 or beyond, please call 
me to learn more about what is involved. 

This year, 2020, has been quite different to say the least. The club held three face-to-face 
general meetings. Since April, we have not gathered as a club. We have held two Zoom 
meetings in August and September. About 30 members participated each time. It seems Zoom 
general meetings are here for many more months. Our goal is to improve the Zoom general 
meeting experience by trying new things as we think of them. On October 6th, the Zoom session 
will begin at 6:30PM. The first 15 minutes will be open social engagement; no formal agenda. At 
6:45PM, we will start a 30-minute club business meeting. Our speaker/presenter, Curt Aikens 
from the Yuba Water Agency, will begin around 7:15PM. We should wrap up the Zoom session 
around 8:30PM. Please let me know should you have ideas for improving the Zoom general 
meetings.  

Be well and stay safe,  

 

 

 
Larry Strauss 
GCFF President 
“The Tug is the Drug”  

HELP WANTED 

GCFF needs a Webmaster. If you have any interest and want more information, please call Peter 
Burnes or Larry Strauss.  

Sheila has a heavy photo album/scrapbook that belonged to a former GCFF member and which 
should probably be in the possession of a GCFF Historian.  Does someone want to take possession 
of the album and/or volunteer to track our history? 

Other Volunteer opportunities are also available, and annual elections will be held next month. Ask 
any board member or the chair of any committee that interests you. See last page of newsletter for 
list of current Board Members, Officers and Committee Chairs. 
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OCTOBER 6TH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
FEATURED SPEAKER: CURT AIKENS 

 
Curt Aikens is Senior Executive Advisor for the Yuba Water Agency. We will have a chance to 
hear from Curt and his team about the agency that is so important to our sport. 
 
Curt and the Yuba Water Agency (YWA) will be our guest speakers on October 6. They will start 
by providing a brief history and overview of the agency. This will include Yuba County’s need for 
flood protection and water supply reliability that led to the creation of the agency and the 
facilities built to address these needs. The overview will continue with how the agency evolved 
into integrated holistic watershed management for people and the environment.  This will 
include overviews of forest health projects for water supply and fire protection, integrated water 
management for the agriculture, flood protection, sustainable groundwater management, carbon 
free electric generation that compliments green energy production and actions to improve Yuba 
River fisheries. 
  
The main part of the presentation will be describing YWA’s actions to improve fishery conditions 
in the Lower Yuba River, including the cold water pool benefits of New Bullards Bar Reservoir 
produced in 1970, the 2008 Yuba Accord, which address the major anadromous fish stressor of 
temperature in the Lower Yuba River while also securing a reliable water supply, and fisheries 
studies and habitat improvement actions the agency is taking.  YWA will encourage the 
audience to ask questions. 
  
Curt Aikens, past GM of YWA will speak on the history and overview of the agency.  Geoff 
Rabone, YWA Project Manager and biologist will speak on the fisheries studies and actions 
including habitat projects on the Lower Yuba River. YWA has invested well over $20 million in 
fishery studies and actions between the Yuba Accord River Management Team, the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission relicensing of YWA’s project and fish passage studies. 
 
So please join us for the Zoom presentation.  It’s easy to join a Zoom meeting: Just click and 
watch. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

HOW TO JOIN OUR ZOOM 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 

October 6, 2020, 6:30 pm 

Join us by clicking on the link below: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89585221018?pwd=SXR2L3ZsdGl0SmdWTlVlclA4c0JMQT09 

Meeting ID: 895 8522 1018 
Passcode: 907307 

Dial in: +1 669 900 6833 
 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 
___________________________________________________________________________ 



https://www.goldcountryff.org GCFF Newsletter – Page 5 October 2020 

Elections of Officers and Directors 
To the Board 

Will be held at the November 3, 2020 General Membership Meeting 
Via ZOOM 

 
In accordance with the club’s bylaws, a nominating committee was appointed in August. The 
entire board was asked to be the nominating committee because of the unusual year we have 
had in 2020. The following 2021 club leadership slate will be presented to the membership at 
the October 6th Zoom general membership meeting. However, our bylaws provide that you, the 
members, may nominate other members for any officer position or open director seat until the 
election on November 3 should you wish to do so. 
 
Here is the 2021 leadership slate: 
 
 President:  Larry Strauss  | Director: Scott Berry 
 Vice President: Bill Burden  | Director: Debbie Bond 
 Treasurer:  Mike McKinley  | Director: Carol Kramer 
 Secretary:  Bill Burden  | Director: Frank Rinella 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Rest in Peace 

Frank Pisciotta, 
“Dean of Guides” 

Cyberfly, Truckee, California 
 

 
Frank the day I met him in 2019. So friendly, impossible to forget. I was headed to fishing the Little 
Truckee, and he was headed elsewhere. He allowed me to take his picture and told us where and what to 
fish before he hurried off. Next month, someone who knew him better will tell you more about him. 

 
UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

By Dave Ackerman 
 

In November we have Michael Malekos, founder of the Casting A Rise Foundation and 
contributor to California Fly Fishers magazine. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
 
Scrappy Lower Yuba Rainbow. Took #10 weighted stonefly nymph, drifted from a 3wt euro rig 
with 5x tippet. Pulled like a tank! By Roger Stover 
 

 
 
Here are two pics from a recent drift with Tom Page on the lower Yuba, 1st with Rick Mintzlaff 
and second with me. Tom Grant 
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Some Pre-Covid-19 Memories from Trent Pridemore 

 
 
I was in Downieville Wednesday, 
September 16.  Found the best basic 
cheeseburger in years at Coyote Creek 
Kitchen, also lots of smoke.  Canyon 
had a very eerie feeling,but it wouldn't 
photograph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you remember where and 
when we last had steak on the 
BBQ? 
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Update on the Jones Fire and Independence Trail 
by Tim Ackerman 

The Bear Yuba Land Trust, along 
with representatives from the 
County, State Parks and other 
stakeholders, recently took a tour to 
view and document the Jones Fire 
damage to the Independence Trail, 
the first wheelchair accessible 
wilderness trail in the country.  The 
portion of the trail west of Highway 
49, owned by State Parks and Bear 
Yuba Land Trust, was severely 
impacted by the Jones Fire, 
resulting in the loss of several 
wooden flumes, the overlook 
platform, benches, handrails and the 
Rush Creek Ramp. 

Realizing the historical and 
community importance of the 
Independence Trail, a local working 
group is forming to rebuild and 
identify financial sources including 
FEMA.   Bear Yuba Land Trust is 
currently enlisting volunteers and 
accepting donations that can be 
directly designated towards repairs 
of the Independence Trail. 
Donations of any amount are now 
being accepted 
at www.bylt.org/support/donate/.\ 

The Independence Trail Rebuild is planned to occur in two phases: 

 Phase1:  Estimated cost:  $500,000. Clean up, stabilization, permitting, and 
documenting shovel ready plans for Phase 2. 

 Phase 2: Infrastructure rebuild. 
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Catch This! 
Select articles and videos to improve your game. 

Roger Stover 
 

Double haul casting with Joan Wulff 

When I was preparing for a bonefishing trip to the Bahamas a couple of years ago I spent a lot of time 

learning and practicing double haul casting. It is a great way to gain distance and, importantly for 

bonefishing, overcoming wind to put the fly out there. I found Joan Wulff’s videos particularly helpful. 

She has a wonderful way of explaining the nuances of technique in an easy-to-understand way and 

backs it up with superb demonstrations. Many of us will be fishing in waters that demand distance and 

power in the coming months—think steelhead and Pyramid Lake—so it seems like a good time to review 

this cast. 

 One on One with Joan Wulff – Double Hauling 

 

A Great Technique for Streamers  

Joe Rotter of Red’s Fly Shop has many excellent videos online, covering a huge range of topics. I picked 

this one for our October newsletter because we do a lot of streamer fishing in the fall. I also like that 

Rotter presents a method especially suited for wade fishing. 

 How to Fish Streamers on a Floating Line While Wading 

 

How Do I Tie that Knot? 

Check out this website for dozens of knot-tying tutorials. Not only does it have diagrams and animations, 

but also provides categories and indexes to make it easy to explore knots for specific applications. I think 

you’ll find this one a “bookmarkable” resource. 

 Netknots.com – Fishing Knots 

 

Fish on! 
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Conservation Education Committee Report 
By Frank Rinella, Drew Irby, Wilton Fryer 

 As you might have guessed, things have really slowed down with our committee over the 
past few months. With that said, our committee is still in touch with other local organizations in 
our area. SYRCL, Sierra Streams Institute and the Bear Yuba Land Trust are the main groups 
that we have reached out to help during these unforeseen times.  

 Right now, it’s our time to step up and help out Sierra Streams Institute (SSI) which was 
hard hit by the Jones fire. SSI lost its building and much of its scientific equipment and data. 
Please, if you can, help them out through their GoFundMe account. SSI needs our community’s 
support. Many of us in GCFF have been SSI volunteers as stream monitors from its very 
beginning as Friends of Deer Creek, so we know firsthand how SSI has monitored and 
protected our watershed and fishery. It’s now our time to help get SSI back up and running. 

 Other items and events happening in September and October: 

 The SYRCL Yuba River Cleanup this year was done with social distancing and finished 
up September 20th. 

 The Bear Yuba Land Trust will hold its Gala Auction and event on October 16th this year. 
Check their website for more details at bylt.org. 

 The Horseshoe Bar Preserve Wounded Veterans program will still be happening 
October 1st through 4th with social distancing on the Middle Fork of the American River. This 
year, as in the past, our club has been a financial supporter, and we always had put out a 
request for flies and fly boxes for the vets. This year, two of our past members, Bob Meyer and 
his fishing buddy Chuck jumped the gun and sent us their treasured fly collections and boxes. 
We now have enough flies to supply all the veterans and our future Boy Scout Merit Badge 
programs. Thank you guys. 

 The Lower Yuba River is closed to all fishing above the Highway 20 bridge from 
September 1st through December 1st. 

 The North Fork of the Yuba is open to fishing, but the campgrounds are closed until 
further notice. 

The Gold Country Fly Fishers Conservation Education Committee has no meetings or events 
scheduled due to Covid-19 restrictions at this time. We will schedule a Zoom meeting when 
there is any important Conservation news we need to discuss.  We will also send out email 
blasts to all members to keep you up to date. Conservation Committee meetings are always 
open to everyone who would like to join in, whether by Zoom or in person. 
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October 2020 Northern California Council, Fly Fishers International Report 
Mark Rockwell, President, NCCFFI 

In the past month we have been deeply involved in the on-going Klamath River negotiations for 
dam removal.  This has hit a snag when the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 

allowed license 
transfer but kept 
PacifiCorp on the 
license. The states of 
California, Oregon and 
the Advisory Board of 
our decommissioning 
corporation, along with 
Tribes, fishing groups 
and lawyers are 
working to find 
solutions to allow 
PacifiCorp to move 
forward with 
decommissioning 
without increased 
liability or cost.  We 
have until December 
to get it done. 

We’re also deeply 
engaged in Bay-Delta 
water issues, mostly 

around what are called voluntary agreements on water flows in the Bay-Delta, which will be 
increased to meet State Water Board minimums. We have spent the last 18 months working 
with water agencies to ensure flows will get better, but success has not been achieved.  As of 
today, we are hearing the State Water Board is working to once again begin the regulatory 
process to establish flows for the Sacramento River system and Bay-Delta outflows.  Back in 
December of 2018, the Board finalized minimum flows in the San Joaquin River system at 40% 
of unimpeded flows, with anticipated higher flows in the Sacramento system.  We’ll work to 
achieve it. 

The state of California has filed a federal court suit to intervene in how power dam relicensing is 
done under the FERC process.  At issue is meeting EPA water quality standards and California 
Environmental Quality Act standards below power dams.  FERC changed its long-standing 
policy and now allows only one year from filing to evaluate water quality issues, and if more than 
a year is needed FERC simply waives the requirement.  What this means is that dam operators 
will no longer need to meet water quality standards, meaning pollutions maximums are 
removed.  This is unacceptable for both the state and fishery groups, and partners are likely to 
join this lawsuit in the future.  We have to win this! 

We ask each club to place a club representative on our Board.  Please contact Mark Rockwell,  
mrockwell1945@gmail.com , 530-559-5759 to answer questions or simply join us. 
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FLY PAPER 

Ralph Wood 
 

BLACK GHOST 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Black Ghost is probably the best known of the Rangeley style streamer 
patterns. (The term Rangeley style refers to the wing being tied on top of the hook 
shank rather than as veiling along the sides of the fly Carrie Stevens method.) This is 
the information I was originally given although since then it appears that the terms have 
become interchangeable. 
 
 The pattern, tied by Herb Welch, was introduced to the public in 1927 at the 
spring Boston Sportsmen’s Show. It was a baitfish pattern meant for catching brook 
trout and landlocked salmon along with bass and other species. 
 
 These were the days when sportsmen shows were really sportsmen shows.  
Maine guides participated in log rolling contests. Penobscot Indians roamed around the 
exposition floor, and celebrities such as Ted Williams, Jim Thorpe and “Fly Rod” Crosby 
held court at various venues. There were canoes brought from the lodges along with 
false fronts representing the lodges and plenty of animal head and fish mounts. One 
year there was even a black bear cub taking its place alongside numerous fish tanks full 
of trout, salmon and bass. 
 
 Herb was well known as a fly tyer, taxidermist, artist, caster, and guide. He even 
taught Ted Williams how to cast a fly rod. There still are some of Herb’s paintings and 
trophy mounts in existence. David Footer has been responsible for rehabbing several of 
the older fish mounts. The Rangeley Sporting Heritage Museum has a good selection of 
Herb’s oil paintings and fish mounts for people to enjoy. 
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Black Ghost 

 
   Hook:  5 to 8x long shank, sizes #10 to 1/0 – Tiemco 300,  
     Daiichi 2370. (The sample fly is tied on a Mike  
     Martinek Carrie Stevens Rangeley Streamer hook.) 
   Thread: Black 8/0 
   Tail:  Yellow Schlappen fibers 
   Rib:  Silver tinsel 
   Body:  Black floss 
   Throat: Yellow Schlappen fibers 
   Wing:  White marabou 
 

1. Lay down a thread base from the eye to the bend. Try to keep the base level 
with no gaps as this will help to keep the floss body smooth. Tie in the tail 
making sure you leave as small a bump as possible. 

2. Wind the thread back to behind the hook eye and attach the rib. 
3. Bind tinsel down to the bend of the hook keeping the body as level as 

possible. Then take the thread to the front of the fly 2 eye lengths behind the 
eye. 

4. Tie in the floss. Wind down to the tail and back again. At this point I will 
burnish the body to ensure the body is as level as possible. Wind the ribbing 
and tie in the throat. 

5. Tie in a marabou plume on top of the fly. This should be fairly thick. Build a 
nice thread head and lacquer at least twice to get a shiny head. 
Now go fish! 
 

 This pattern is popular all over the world. I have even seen tying instructions from 
England and Italy. It works very well, in small sizes, in creeks. Use in larger sizes in 
both lakes and rivers for trout and bass. 
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 
Post Office Box 2988 

Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members: 

  President:    Larry Strauss 
  Vice President:   Bill Burden 
  Secretary:    Richard Fetterman 
  Treasurer:    Mike McKinley 
  Director:    Diane Berg 
  Director:    Frank Rinella 
  Director:    Lee Coffee 
  Director:    Rich Tortosa 
  Director:    Tom Grant 
 
Committees and Chairs: 
 
  Scout Fly Fishing Merit Badge: TBD 
  Conservation:    Frank Rinella, Drew Irby, Wilton Fryer 
  NCCFFI:    Frank Rinella, Clay Hash 
  Fish-Outs:    Tom Grant, Mike Connor 
  Classes, Clinics, Workshops:  Clay Hash 
  Fly Tying:    Sam Higginbotham 
  Holiday Party:    Bill Burden, Peter Burnes 
  Damsels – Women’s Program: Diane Berg 
  Library:    Mark Hermes 
  Fishing in the City – Kids’ Day: Frank Rinella 
  Meeting Programs:   Dave Ackerman 
  Meeting Dinners:   Mike Connor, Diane Berg 
  Meeting Drinks and Snacks:  Larry Uno 
  Monthly Raffle:   Tom Page, Jerry Austin 
  Membership:    Pam Kline, Debbie DiSanto 
  New Members:   Tim Ackerman, Robin Denegri 
  Newsletter:    Sheila Ryan Weintraub, Lee Coffee 
  Trout in the Classroom:  Robin Denegri, Larry Uno 
  Webmaster:    Peter Burnes 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Purpose and Objectives of Gold Country Fly Fishers are to: 
 
Support the “Catch and Release Ethic”. 
Support fly fishing for the recreation of members. 
Promote and support the conservation of our waters and fisheries. 
Provide assistance to members in the skills and techniques of fly fishing. 
Publicize and promote fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying and other related topics. 
Represent fly fishers through liaison with sports and conservation organizations. 


