
  GCFF NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

From your Editor: 

Please send me stories and/or pictures for next month’s newsletter. I would love to 
hear from you. Please get your stuff to me by September 25 and/or let me know 
something is coming.  

       Thanks and Stay Healthy, 
       Sheila Ryan Weintraub 
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GCFF’s 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

ON 

September 1, 2020 

Via ZOOM at 6:30 pm PDT 

Will Feature a Presentation by  

DEVIN OLSEN 

A World Fly Fishing Championships 
medal holder 

Link to join meeting and more 

information inside. 
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President’s Message: 

Hi everyone.  

It is hot! If I were a fish, I would be seeking highly oxygenated, 
cool water. Even though I am not a fish, that cool water 
sounds nice. While it has been hot, I have been going out 
early and late but still not doing as well as I would like. I have 
been educating myself on Euro or tight line techniques in 
anticipation of our September 1 speaker.  

I am excited to share that Dave Ackerman, GCFF’s Program 
Chairperson, secured Devin Olsen to be our speaker for the General Membership Meeting on 
September 1. Prior to the COVID-19 era, obtaining a world renowned fisher to speak at our club 
was a rather large financial obstacle, but given that almost all get togethers are done with Zoom 
these days, a whole new world of presenters has opened.  

The details of our September 1 General Membership meeting as well as additional information  
on Devin Olsen may be found elsewhere in this newsletter. This will be great! 

Our local Jones Bar fire started on August 17th and has ravaged about 700 acres as of this 
writing. At our upcoming GCFF board meeting on the 26th, the board will discuss how the club 
should respond to the property loss of numerous conservation organizations. So far, both Sierra 
Streams Institute office and the Bear Yuba Land Trust’s Independence Trail (first disabled 
access trail in the nation) have been lost. I suspect there will be more as the fire’s progression 
continues. If you have thoughts on how the club should respond, please send them my way. 

You may recall I polled the club on the preferred method to receive the monthly newsletter. The 
overwhelming response was “as an attachment to an email.” Rest assured, that is what we will 
continue to do. We will also continue to post the newsletter on our website, and I will include a 
button link in a GCFF News email.  

I hope to see you all online at our Zoom meeting. In the meantime, stay safe, stay cool, 
and get on the water. 

Larry Strauss 
GCFF 2020 President 

HELP WANTED 

GCFF needs a Newsletter Editor. If you have any interest and want more information about how the 
newsletter is prepared, there is a job description available and help to get you started. Please call 
Sheila Ryan Weintraub. 

Other Volunteer opportunities are also available. Ask any board member or the chair of any 
committee that interests you. See last page of newsletter for list of Board Members and Committee 
Chairs. 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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FEATURED SPEAKER: DEVIN OLSEN 
 
For our September Zoomting we will hear from Devin Olsen. 
 

Devin’s book, Tactical Fly 
Fishing: Lessons Learned 
from Competition for All 
Anglers, and videos are 
regarded by many to be 
among the best when it 
comes to learning how to 
use European nymphing 
techniques for trout 
fishing in rivers… and for 
catching more fish. If you 
don’t know much about 
Devin and his approach to 
nymphing, these three 
short videos will give you 
a taste of what he will 
bring to our club on 
September 1st.  

In this 4-minute trailer for 
his first video, Modern 
Nymphing, Devin covers 
the genesis of his 
adopting and refining the 
technique:  

 

The Evolution of Nymphing - Introduction to Modern Nymphing 

Most of us already understand and use indicator nymphing. While Devin acknowledges that 
indicator nymphing has its place, this video excerpt from Modern Nymphing compares using a 
traditional fly fishing indicator versus a “sighter” (less than 5 minutes): 

European Nymphing vs Indicator Nymphing 

Lest you think Devin is a one-trick euro-nymphing pony, check out this 3-minute trailer for his 
and Lance Egan’s video on adapting to different water: 

Adaptive Fly Fishing 

Having lived in Sacramento for several years, Devin knows our local rivers. So, in addition to 
presenting on proven euro techniques he will also address tactics to help us get the most from 
our own backyards.  

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkcusbYagEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m2kcHrrQGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfesQvClJqk
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Devin started fly fishing in Yellowstone at age 9. Within a couple of years, it became an 

addiction he could not shake, and he begged for rides to local streams until he could drive. He 

started competing at age 19 and made Fly Fishing Team USA in 2006 when he was 21 years 

old. He has competed in 11 consecutive World Fly Fishing Championships. He has earned a 

bronze individual medal and silver and bronze team medals from these championships and 

numerous medals from competitions in the United States.  

Away from competitive fishing he holds a bachelor’s degree in Ecology and a master’s degree in 

fisheries science. He worked as a fisheries biologist for several years before starting his 

company Tactical Fly Fisher.  

So please join us for the Zoom presentation.  It’s easy to join a Zoom meeting: Just click and 
watch. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

HOW TO JOIN OUR ZOOM 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 

September 1, 2020, 6:30 pm 

Join us by clicking on the link below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82494874957?pwd=L2lybEQ5aUVsT1RJRmpON0JjTmJvUT09 

Meeting ID: 824 9487 4957 
Passcode: 526976 

Dial in: +1 669 900 6833 
 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
By Dave Ackerman 

 
In October were going to hear from Curt Aikens and his team. Curt is Senior Executive Advisor 
for the Yuba Water Agency. We’ll have a chance to hear from the agency that is so important to 
our sport.   In our state water is a very valuable resource that must serve many masters.  We’ll 
have a chance to hear the story of how it is managed. 
 
In November we have tentatively scheduled Michael Malekos, founder of the Casting A Rise 
Foundation and contributor to California Fly Fishers magazine. 

 

 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82494874957?pwd=L2lybEQ5aUVsT1RJRmpON0JjTmJvUT09
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Fire Hits Home 
By Robin DeNegri and SSI Staff 

You all know by now of the devastation and total loss that the 
Sierra Streams Institute suffered on Monday, August 17, when 
fire roared through the Woolman property, taking not only our 
building but the barn and several residences.  3 microscopes 
survived because several of us have been doing bug ID at 
home.  Non-Profits survive on modest income because of 
donations and volunteers. They will need both as they 
rebuild.  Robin DeNegri 

To our SSI community: 

  

As you may know, the Jones fire that started early Monday morning [August 17] in Nevada 
County burned through the Woolman campus, where our office is located. On Tuesday night we 
got confirmation that our office was one of the buildings on campus that was destroyed. We are 
deeply saddened by the loss of our equipment and the space that has been the center of our 
community for the past few years.   
 
SSI is more than just a building and we will find a way to continue our work with the help of our 
incredible community. Once the immediate threat of the fire has lessened, we will be sharing 
more information about how we plan to move forward from this event. In the meantime, we hope 
everyone is staying safe and taking care of each other.  
 
All our best, 
Sierra Streams Staff: 
 
Joanne Hild, Executive Director 
Annika Alexander-Ozinskas 
Carrie Ammerman 
Chloe Tremper 
Dorothy Punderson 
Justin Wood 
Kyle Leach 
Shannon Henke 
Sol Henson 
Taylor Schobel 
Weston Slaughter 
 
 
From the photos and footage SSI 
board members have seen of 
Woolman campus, the chimney in 
the Citizen Science Center is the 
only part of the old SSI office that 
remains standing. 
  

A discussion will happen at the GCFF 
Board Meeting on August 26 to 
determine how GCFF can continue to 
support and help SSI recover. 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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Catch This! 
Select articles and videos to improve your game. 

By Roger Stover 
 

Understanding Trout with a View into Their World 
 
We’re in mid-summer just now, the “dog days,” when fishing our local rivers can be challenging. 
So maybe this is a good time to learn more about trout: where and how they live, behave, and 
feed so that we can adjust our own approach in ways that will bring more success no matter 
what time of year it is. There is a 3-part series available on YouTube, “The Underwater World of 
Trout”, that combines a ton of dedicated research with more than 3 hours of underwater video to 
give us a pretty darn good understanding of this awesome fish. While the narration of these 
videos is low key and perhaps even a bit dry, the outstanding content makes for a worthwhile 
learning experience. Just click a title to view the video. 

• The Underwater World of Trout Part One: Discovery 

• The Underwater World of Trout Part Two: Feeding Lies 

• The Underwater World of Trout Part Three: Trout Vision 

 
Tie Hopper Legs Like a Pro 
 
This is a time of year when most of the bug hatches are past and the next big thing will be the 
salmon spawn “egg bite” beginning in about mid-September. But what has been working lately 
is fishing big hopper patterns on the surface. Seeing a lunker come up and grab a big fly is one 
of the greatest thrills of our sport. 
 
There a many hopper patterns to choose from—Fat Alberts are especially good on the Lower 
Yuba—almost all of them involve creating life-like legs that will induce some big fish to rise up 
for the take. I found two short videos on techniques for making the articulated rear legs of a 
hopper that you will find helpful for tying your own hoppers. 
 

• Making Perfect Hopper Legs  This video shows a method using pheasant tail. 

• Round Rubber Hopper Legs  This video demonstrates an excellent way to get the bend just right 
using round rubber legs. 

I appreciate learning solid fly presentation technique, especially when the instruction includes 
the “why” as well as the “how.” In this 9-minute video Simon Gawesworth of Rio Products 
demonstrates and explains how to make the most of swinging your flies, in various river current 
situations. He also covers the physics of current on the fly line and fly, and after watching this 
you will be better equipped to assess conditions and adjust for maximum results. 

• How to Maximize Your Swing 
 

Fish on! 

  

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S57HY7TOvMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S57HY7TOvMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-csJ_k6xaU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9z92ai0mORM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsPEo30zLOM
https://www.rioproducts.com/learn/how-to-maximize-the-swing
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Game Changers? 

What is presented below is an opinion, not something we usually are quick to publish, but this 
opinion belongs to a well-respected, even admired fly fisher and neighboring club president. 
And the issue concerns all fly fishers in our area at least. If anyone would like to present an 
opposing opinion, feel free to send it to your GCFF newsletter editor. 

Thank you, Trent Pridemore, for bringing it to our attention. 

 

Proposed Fish and Game Changes 
By Pat Sleeper, President, and 

Eric See, Board Member 
Chico Area Fly Fishers 

The California Fish and Game Commission is proposing a whole package of new changes to 
the fishing regulations. 

These can be reviewed at the California Fish and Game Commission webpage, click 
on Regulations, then click on 2020 Regulations Changes, then click on Sport Fishing 
Simplification. 

Here's the link: https://fgc.ca.gov/Regulations/2020-New-and-Proposed#3_00 

Now for my opinion on this: many of these changes are good, but there are a couple of bad 
ones in there. Two that I recommend people oppose are: 

1. There is a proposal to close fishing on Lake Almanor tributary streams on September 30, 
instead of the current November 15. The fall is a wonderful time to be fishing those streams, 
and it would be wrong to take away dozens of miles of trout streams. 
 
2. There is a proposal to change the season at the North Fork Feather from Belden to the 
Cresta Powerhouse, where it would be open during the winter, which is good, but then it would 
be closed from March until the Memorial Day weekend. This would eliminate April and most of 
May, one of the best times to be on this stream. I recommend the option with the menu code 
"A6", which is what they are proposing for Hat Creek. This would be a season that is open all 
year, with a zero bag limit, artificials only. 

Comments can be sent via email to fgc@fgc.ca.gov to oppose these changes. 

Please be clear about which fishing regulation change you are opposing and be sure to 
reference it in the subject line of your email. 

 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
https://fgc.ca.gov/Regulations/2020-New-and-Proposed#3_00
mailto:fgc@fgc.ca.gov
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Here is an example: 

Subject:  Opposition to proposed fishing closure for Lake   
  Almanor Tributaries 

Please do NOT adopt the proposed fishing regulations change to close the Lake 
Almanor Tributaries after September 30. This would cause a very significant loss 
to fishing opportunities during a very enjoyable part of the fishing season. 

Sorry for the late notice on this, but comments need to be submitted ASAP as the Commission 
is doing an Online Meeting to consider the changes. 

www.patsflyfishing.com for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photos from Trent’s trip to Chile a dozen 
years ago.  On the right with the big brown 

is late club member Dirk Reed. 

 

 

  

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
http://www.patsflyfishing.com/
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Conservation Education Committee Report 
By Frank Rinella 

The Gold Country Fly Fishers Conservation Education Committee has no meetings or events 
scheduled due to Covid-19 restrictions at this time. We will schedule a Zoom meeting when 
there is any important Conservation news we need to discuss.  We will also send out email 
blasts to all members to keep you up to date. Conservation Committee meetings are always 
open to everyone who would like to join in, whether by Zoom or in person. 

Although GCFF is not sponsoring or becoming involved as a club with any local events (even 
those that were scheduled on our calendar), there still are a few events that may interest our 
members planned by local groups like Cast Hope, SYRCL and The Wounded Veterans Fly 
Fishing Program. 

Cast Hope is this year having a Virtual Fly Fishing Film Tour. For $20.00 or $30.00 for a family, 
you can see the show at home. The show will run from August 27 to September 2 at 7:00 pm. 
For tickets go to Cast Hope’s website or Info@casthope.org 

SYRCL has revised its Yuba Cleanup to conform to new social gathering guide lines. The 
cleanup will be scheduled over 12 days from September 16 to 27. GCFF will not be taking 
signups or be a sponsor. Please contact SYRCL directly at daniel@yubariver.org if you would 
like to help. 

The Horseshoe Bar Wounded Veterans Fly Fishing event is at this time scheduled for October 
1, 2, 3, and 4. The event hosts plan to practice social distancing by the veterans and the 
helpers. The club will not be taking signups for this event either. If you would like to donate 
funds or flies as an individual for the annual event contact Tom Bartos at HBPtom@gmail.com. 

 

 

KLAMATH DAM REMOVAL PROJECT 

Along with many other fly fishing clubs, GCFF has signed on to the following letter regarding the 
Klamath Dam Removal project: 

Warren E. Buffett, CEO 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Omaha, NE 68131 
 
Gregory E. Abel, Chairman 
Berkshire Hathaway Energy 
Des Moines, IA 50306-0657 
 
Stefan Bird, President and CEO 
Pacific Power 
Portland, OR 97232 
 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
mailto:Info@casthope.org
mailto:daniel@yubariver.org
mailto:HBPtom@gmail.com
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Dear Mr. Buffett, Mr. Abel, and Mr. Bird, 
 
We are writing to respectfully request that PacifiCorp/Pacific Power move forward expeditiously 
to resolve any concerns you may have with regard to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission’s July 16th order for partial license transfer of the four lower Klamath River 
hydroelectric dams to the Klamath River Renewal Corporation. 
 
While we recognize that FERC’s order is a departure from PacifiCorp’s preferred course of 
action with regard to the decommissioning and removal of these dams, we strongly believe that 
the interests of your ratepayers and your shareholders can be met within the framework of the 
order. Now is the moment for swift action and an immediate effort to resolve any of the 
company’s concerns to keep the dam removal process on track. 
 

• Dam removal is good for PacifiCorp’s ratepayers. The California and Oregon Public 
Utilities Commissions agreed that dam removal was the most cost-effective way forward 
for your ratepayers. Walking away from the KHSA at this moment would almost certainly 
require you to collect additional funds from your ratepayers and/or your shareholders to 
bring the dams into compliance with current environmental regulations. Moreover, you 
would lose access to $250 million in public funds already pledged by the State of 
California to cover more than half the cost of dam removal and associated restoration 
activities. 

• These dams impose extreme economic and cultural stress on Klamath Basin tribal 
communities. Salmon are culturally and economically essential to several Klamath 
Basin Tribes. The dams deny salmon access to hundreds of miles of historical spawning 
habitat, degrade water quality, and create conditions ripe for fish disease. The result is 
that several runs of salmon are teetering on the brink of extinction. Dam removal would 
significantly improve conditions for these fish. 

• Time is of the essence. A delay of months to address PacifiCorp’s concerns could slow 
down the dam removal process by a year or more, driving up the cost of the project by 
tens of millions of dollars and increasing stress on fragile migratory fish populations. 

 
We respectfully urge you to engage quickly and energetically with the other signatories to the 
Amended Klamath Hydroelectric Settlement Agreement to come to resolution over specific 
issues of concern to PacifiCorp with regard to FERC’s July order. The best way to limit cost 
overruns is for PacifiCorp, Oregon and Washington, tribes, commercial fishermen, sportsmen 
and conservation groups, local communities, and the KRRC to work together to keep the project 
on schedule. If PacifiCorp remains committed to its partners, its partners will remain committed 
to reducing PacifiCorp’s risks. 
 
We encourage you to work quickly to identify how your partners can address PacifiCorp’s 
concerns with FERC’s order. Removing these dams is equitable, good for the environment, and 
economically sensible. It’s time for Berkshire Hathaway, Berkshire Hathaway Energy, and 
PacifiCorp to do what it takes to keep Klamath dam removal on track. It’s the right thing to do, 
and it makes good business sense. 
 
SIncerely, 
 
[Names and logos here] 
  

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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FLY PAPER 
By Ralph Wood 

 
 

GLASS-HEAD PT SOFT HACKLE 

 

Several years ago Pat and I stopped in at Park’s Fly Shop in Gardiner, Montana, to get a little 
information on the current fishing in the area. I have found, over time, that you tend to get better 
information if you approach the counter with something to purchase. I had picked out about a 
dozen interesting looking patterns from the bins, paid for them, and the clerk offered some 
information on how to fish a couple of them. I got the current fishing information and we were on 
our way. 

Gardiner, Montana, is located at the north entrance to Yellowstone Park. Park’s Fly Shop is one 
of the oldest fly shops, having opened in 1953. They guide on the Yellowstone River, which the 
town straddles, and various other rivers and streams. None of the patterns they tend to tie and 
fish have become household names; rather they are variations on older standbys, but they tend 
to satisfy the palate of Yellowstone trout. 

A couple of soft-hackle patterns I picked up that day have found places in my fly boxes. The 
Glass-Head PT Soft Hackle is one of them. Not a big variation on current soft-hackle patterns 
but the colors work well together. Interestingly enough, a couple of years later, I saw both of the 
soft-hackle patterns that I picked out that day in an article about Park’s Fly Shop in Fly Tyer 
Magazine. 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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GLASS-HEAD PT SOFT HACKLE 

 Hook:  Partridge Spider #12-16 or any comparable soft-hackle hook 

 Bead:  Amber 11/0 SL glass bead 

 Thread: 8/0 dark brown 

 Abdomen: Pheasant tail fibers   

 Rib:  Fine gold wire 

 Thorax: Peacock herl 

 Hackle: Brown speckled hen hackle 

1. Slip bead on the hook and start your thread directly behind the bead. Wrap thread to the 
bend of the hook catching in the fine gold rib on the way back to the bend. 

2. Tie in the pheasant tail fibers (don’t use more than four fibers as the abdomen should be 
thin not bulky.) Wrap forward to approximately ¾ of the shank. Tie off and clip excess 
fibers. 

3. Tie in peacock herl and wrap forward about 4-5 turns leaving just enough space for the 
hackle behind the bead. Trim excess. 

4. Size and tie in hackle and make no more than two wraps behind the bead. Trim excess, 
whip finish and you are done. 

Keep in mind that you need to keep this fly sparse. Keep unnecessary thread wraps to a 
minimum. 

Fish this pattern on a floating or sinking line on the swing in a two-fly combo or as a dropper off 
an adult caddis dry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.goldcountryff.org/
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 
Post Office Box 2988 

Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members: 

  President:    Larry Strauss 
  Vice President:   Bill Burden 
  Past President:   Jimmie Marchio 
  Secretary:    Richard Fetterman 
  Treasurer:    Mike McKinley 
  Director:    Diane Berg 
  Director:    Frank Rinella 
  Director:    Lee Coffee 
  Director:    Rich Tortosa 
 
Committees and Chairs: 
 
  Scout Fly Fishing Merit Badge: TBD 
  Conservation:    Frank Rinella, Drew Irby, Wilton Fryer 
  NCCFFI:    Frank Rinella, Clay Hash, Larry Strauss 
  Fish-Outs:    Tom Grant, Mike Connor 
  Classes, Clinics, Workshops:  Clay Hash 
  Fly Tying:    Sam Higginbotham 
  Holiday Party:    Bill Burden, Peter Burnes 
  Damsels – Women’s Program: Diane Berg 
  Library:    Mark Hermes 
  Fishing in the City – Kids’ Day: Frank Rinella 
  Meeting Programs:   Dave Ackerman 
  Meeting Dinners:   Mike Connor, Diane Berg 
  Meeting Drinks and Snacks:  Larry Uno 
  Monthly Raffle:   Tom Page, Jerry Austin 
  Membership:    Pam Kline, Debbie DiSanto 
  New Members:   Tim Ackerman, Robin Denegri 
  Newsletter:    Sheila Ryan Weintraub, Lee Coffee 
  Trout in the Classroom:  Robin Denegri, Larry Uno 
  Webmaster:    Peter Burnes 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Purpose and Objectives of Gold Country Fly Fishers are to: 
 
Support the “Catch and Release Ethic”; 
Support fly fishing for the recreation of members; 
Promote and support the conservation of our waters and fisheries; 
Provide assistance to members in the skills and techniques of fly fishing; 
Publicize and promote fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying and other related topics; 
Represent fly fishers through liaison with sports and conservation organizations. 

https://www.goldcountryff.org/

